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MISCELLANEOUS. 


HISTORY OF THE SHAKERS: 


Much curiosity has been excited in this country with respect to the Shakers; 
while the means of gratifying it have been scanty. An ingenious corres- 
pondent has favored us with the following account of the origin and history 
of this sect, and of their doctrines, which he has abridged from a book 
lately published by the members of the society. The quotations introduc- 
ed, will, therefore, be understood to be taken from this book. We have 
omitted a few of the most absurd doctrines, and a sentence or two besides, 
for reasons which will readily occur to our correspondent. Ed. Pan. 


Tue Shakers have been known 
in America as a small fanatical 
sect for about twenty years; but 
it was not until within a short 
time, that their principles were 
presented to the public by order 


By the book, which they ha 
published, they now exhibit @ 
most confirmed delusion; which 
is at once a proof of the imbecil- 
ity of human reason, and a dis- 
grace to human nature. 

The Shakers believe that Je- 
sus Christ has already appeared 
a second time, and appeared as 
awoman! Respecting the name 
and the character* of this woman 


of the ministers of the ath 


*“Mr. Reuben Rathbone joined the 
Shakers in the year 1780, and was a 
sincere convert to their faith. He ar- 
rived at the dignity of an e/der, but 
by searching the Scriptures he at 
length perceived the delusion, which 
had enchained his mind; and in July 
1799 resigned his office, and with 
many tears bade adieu to his brethren 
and sisters in Hancock, near New- 
l.cbanon. In 1800 he published 
‘Reasons for leaving the Shakers;’’ 

Vor. 1V. New Series. 


there have been different repre» 
sentations. The following ac- 
count rests upon the authority of 
her followers. 


which is written in a truly Christian 
spirit, and the statements in which 
are beyond all question correct. 

Mr. R. says in this pamphlet, 

**T was at Niskeuna with the mother 
[Ann Lee} and the elders. At 
length there was a contention broke 
out, wh:ch seemed chiefly to be bee 
tween the mother and William Lee; 
it kept increasing until there was 
nothing but clamor and confusions 
Finally the mother fell to beating 
William Lee, smiting of him in the 
face; there was awful threatening on 
both sides; the mother would not let 
him alone, but would very often geta 
blow at him, till his face was in a 
gore of blood; at length, as he could 
endure it no longer, he smote her 
with his fist. I never saw any con- 
tention that appeared more contrary 
to the Gospel; notwithstanding, at 
that time, my faith and imagination 
was such, that I dared not judge 
there was any thing in the mother, 
that was wrong; but since I have 
found by incontestible evidence, that 
I have been deceived, and have given 
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Her name was dan Lee, a 
daughter of a blacksmith, who 
lived in Toad-lane, in Manches- 
ter, England. She was born 
about the year 1786. Her occu- 
pation was that of a cutter of hat- 
ter’s fur. Her corrupt nature led 
her to marry dbraham Standley, 
a blacksmith, by whom she had 
four children, who all died in in- 
fancy. Aboutthe year 1758 she 
became a convert to the princi- 
“es of one James Wardley, who 
day be considered as the father 
af the Shakers. He was a tailor 
‘yy trade, and lived firstin Bolton, 
and then in Manchester. After 
being connected some time with 
the Quakers, he left them, hav- 
ing received further light and 
jrower, new visions and revela- 
tions. He and his followers 
were “affected with a mighty 
shaking, and were occasionally 
exercised in singing, shouting, 
or walking the floor, under the 
influence of spiritual signs, shov- 
ing cach other about, or swiitly 
passing and repassing each 
other, like clouds agitated by a 
mighty wind!” Hence they 
were Called Shakers. But all 
these exercises had been dis- 
played many years before by the 
French firofhets who were nu- 


myself liberty to exercise the ra- 
tional fucukties, that God had created 
in me, it appears to me, that the 
mother, at that time, was very muc 
overcome with strong liguer, and was 
under the influence and power of Sa- 
tan.” p. 27. 

It appears from the pamphlet that 
this woman was frequently in conten- 
tion, or came to blows, with William 
Lee, and James Whitaker, and that 
in indecent and profane language few 
sailors surpassed her. There can in- 


deed be little doubt in the mind of 


every honest inquirer, thay she was 
an tuéemperate and proflizate woman. 


merous in Dauphiny and Viva- 
rais about the year 1688, and a 
few of whom went over to Eng- 
land in 1706. These prophets, 
as wellas James Wardley, very 
confidently predicted, that the 
second appearing of Jesus Christ 
was at hand; little however did 
James imagine, that his new con- 
vert Ann Lee, or rather Mrs, 
Standley, was the Savior him- 
self. 

When this woman became as 
perfect as the most perfect, she 
still found in herself the remains 
of human depravity, from which 
she “labored for deliverance.” 
So great was her ‘ridulation and 
anguish of soul, that, as she 
clenched her hands, the blood 
would flow through the pores of 
her skin. By such deep morti- 


Jication she became a mere skel- 


eton, wholly incapable of help- 
ing herself, and was fed like an 
infant. In this manner she con- 
tinued more or less exercised 
aie years, by the end of which 

e the senseless world might 
have supposed, that she would 
have lost her reason. But it was 
then, about 1770, that she made 
two grand discoveries, namely, 
that she was the Lord Jesus in 
his second appearing, and that 
“the root and foundation cause of 
human depravity” is the inter- 
course between the sexes. “To 
such, as addressed her with the 
customary titles used by the 
world, she would 'say, ‘I am 
Ann the Word, signifying, that 
in her dwelt the JVord.” Now 
she was acknowledged as the 
mother of believers, and to this 
day it is the faith of the Shakers, 
“that the man who was called 
Jesus, and the woman who was 
called nn, are verily the twe 
first foundgtion pillars of the 
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Church of Christ; the two anoint- 
ed ones; the two first Acirs of 
promise; between whom the 
covenant of eternal life is estab- 
lished; the first “a¢herand Moth- 
er of all the children of regen- 
eration.” 

Soon after Mrs. Standley be- 
gan “her testimony against the 
root of human depravity,” her 
exercises induced the mob of 
Manchester to cause her to be 
shut up in a mad-house, where 
she was kept several weeks. In 
a year or two, as her testimony 
was almost universally rejected, 
she ceased to testify. But hav- 
ing a revelation respecting “the 
increase of the work of God” in 
America, she embarked at Liy- 
erpool with several men and 
women, in May, 1774. As her 
husband’s name is not men- 
tioned among her companions, 
it is presumed she left him be- 
hind; and indeed it was a mark 
of her prudence, and it evinced 
her devotion to the great cause, 
in which she was engaged, that 
she should desert him, and re- 
sume the name of 4nn Lee. On 
the passage the ship sprang a 
leak, and as she was “naturally 
a person of a sound. and strqng 
constitution and invincible forti- 
tude of mind,’ she and the el- 
ders put their-hauds to the 
pumps, and the ship arrived safe 
at New-York, in consequence of 
their “power, which was above 
the natural power of man.” 

In the spring of 1776 she went 
to dlbany, and thence to -Viske- 
una, now Water-Viiet, 8 miles 
N. W. from Albany. Here she 
and her followers lived unknown 
three or four years, holding 
their meetings as usual. But in 
1780, she was visited by many 
persons from Wew Lebanon and 


Hancock, principally Baptists, 
who, in the preceding year, had 


-been the subjects of an uncom- 


mon religious commotion. 

But in driving a flock of 
sheep, for sustenance, towards 
Water-Viliet, some of her follow- 
ers were suspected of an inten- 
tion to supply the enemy, and 
were thrown into prison at 4/éa- 
ny. She also shared the same 
fate, and aiterwards was impri- 
soned at Poughkeepsie. But being 
released in Dec. 1780,she andthe 
elders returned to their usual 
place of abode, where she was 
visited by many persons from 
New-York, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, Vew-Hampshire,and the 
District of Maine. Qf these per- 
sons nota few became her fol- 
lowers. From May, 1781, till 
Sept. 1783, she was employed in 
visiting the believers and in con- 
firming them in the faith. She died 
“in the ordinary way of all living”’ 
on the 8th day of the 9th month, 
1784, aged about 48 years.* 

After her decease, elder James 
Whitaker took the lead until his 
death, at Enfield, (Con.) in 1787. 
Then Josefh Meacham and Lucy 
Wright “stood in the spiritual 
relation of a joint parentage to 
the whole visible body of the be- 
lievers.” Elder Joseph died in 
i796; since which time Lucy 
has stood to all the Shakers “in 
the order of the first mother of 
their redemption.” She is sup- 
posed to be “raised up, prepar- 
ed and appointed, by the gift and 
power of God, to take the first 
lead and spiritual concern in the 
order and government of the 


*The wicked world has a report, 
that she declared, she should not die, 
but should be carried up instantane- 
ously to Heaven. 
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ehurch.”* Such is the sanctity 
of her character, that she sleeps 
every night in the meeting- 
house. 

In 1787, the members of the 
church began to come together 
in order to establish a joint inte- 
rest in all things temporal and 
spiritual. In 1792 the present 
order of the church was estab- 
lished. In 1788 a verbal cov- 
enant was assented to, which 
was committed to writing and 
Signed in 1795 and renewed in 
1801, by which the society is now 
bound. By this covenant they 
express their belief in the ne- 
cessity of a joint interest and 
union, and of equal privileges 
according to their “calling and 
needs,” and they declare that no 
children under age shall be re- 
ceived, without the consent of 
their parents or cuardians; that 
each member may give his prop- 
erty to the church, to be entirely 
at the disposal of the deacons; 
that each member shall have an 
equal interest, without respect 
to what be put into the common 
stock, and be under equal obli- 
gations to promote the general 
interest; that all their property, 
except what was necessary for 
their support, should be devoted 
to charitable uses, and to such 
other uses as the Gospel may re- 
quire; that they will never bring 
debt or demand against the dea- 
cons orany member; and that 
they will be subject to the 
rules and government of the 
church. 

Such was the covenant of Vew 
Eebanon, “the church first in or- 
der inthis day of Christ’s second 
appearing.” The same cove- 


* Lucy Wrizht has a husband by the 
fame of Goodrich, still living. 


nant was adopted in all the other 
societies, namely, at Water- 
Vliet; at Hancockand Tyringham, 
at Harvard and Shirley, (Mass.) 
at Enfield, (Con.) at Canter- 
bury and New-Enfield, (N. H.) 
and at Alfred and Sabbath-day- 
fond, (Maine.\ There are some 
Shakers also in Kentucky and 
Ohio, and they without question 
are established in the same 
order. 

All the churches have a rela- 
tion to the church at Vew Leda- 
non. Each society is divided into 
large families, and each family 
has a temporal and = spiritual 
head, called deacons and elders. 

There are also deacons of the 
first order, who are entrusted 
with the management of the 
temporal concerns of the whole 
society, and who principally deal 
with the world, or “with them 
that are without.” 

Besides the family e/ders, or 
elder brethren, there are minis- 
ters who are entrusted generally 
with the spiritual matters of the 
society. They have also the 
charge of sending out ministers 
to preach the Gospel to the 
world. 

No officer is appointed by a 
majority of votes, but by “a spon- 
taneous spirit of union.” The 
revelation and gift of God is 
given to the ministry, as the head 
of the body, in’ relation to lots 
of office and trust, and other mat- 
ters of importance, and through 
these communicated to the other 
members; yet nothing is consid- 
ered as established without the 
free and mutual consent of the 
whole body.”* No one seeks pre- 


*In the “Testimony” not a little 
is said respecting the priesthood of 
the world, their love of power, &¢: 
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eminence, or wishes to usurp 
authority over another. 


The Shakers have no form of. 


church-government, but every 
change Is effected only by in- 
spiration of the Spirit; and they 
have no confession of faith, ex- 
cept it be ro shew thetr faith by 
their works.* 

The principal articles of be- 
lief embraced by the Shakers, 
are the following: that the inter- 
course between the sexes, is the 
root of human depravity; that 
this was the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who were indeed com- 
manded ¢o be fruitful, but who 
by anticipating the commanded 
period filled the world with mis- 
ery; that marriage is now unl- 
versally unlawful, being one 
form of the mystery of iniquity 
and the man of sin; that all the 
desires of the flesh must be mor- 
tified and subdued; that the de- 
sign of the law given by Moses 
was “to search out the root of 
human depravity,” as above ex- 
plained; that before Christ ap- 
peared, all men, not excepting 
Noah, Abraham, &c. perpetually 
violated the Jaw of God, and 
that not one of them was saved; 
that the command of Christ to 
baptize all nations had no rela- 
tion to the use of water; and that 
the mission of Christ was to en- 
join se/f denial; that all his fol- 


The ministry of the Church receiving 
their power by “revelation,” cannot 
refuse it, and the other members can- 
not without impiety refuse their 
‘free consent!” 

*If, however, the ‘*Testimony,” 
which is divided into chapters and 
verses, should be more read than 
the sacred Scriptures, it will be read 
not as a creed, but'asa ‘‘true state- 
ment of the fundamental principles, 
“ec. given through the order and ap- 
Pointment of God!” 


lowers left their wives; that after 
two or three of the first centu- 
ries the reign of Antichrist 
commenced, and continued un- 
til a short time before the ap- 
pearance of 4nn Lee, the refor- 
mation only making a division 
in the kingdom of Antichrist; 
that the sacrament of the supper 
is idolatry, an attendance upon 
it implying the worship of a 
representation of the true God; 
that long sermons were first in- 
troduced by Origen; that public 
prayers are evidence of hypoc- 
risy; that steefle-houses are Pa- 
gan temples’ reformed; that 
George Fox and Edward Bur- 
rough were true witnesses of 
the Most High God; that the 
French prophets were inspired; 
that the Dunkers are the purest 
descendants of the ancient wit- 
nesses; that as the woman was 
the first in the transgression, so 
she must be the /as¢t out of it, 
and by her the way of deliver- 
ance must be completed; that 
Christ appeared in a woman 
who was conceived in sin, and 
lost in man’s fall; that the same 
spirit and word of power which 
created man, which spake by the 
prophets, which dwelt in the 
man Jesus, dwelt in Ann Lee, 
who became the temple of the 


Holy Ghost, andthe Mother of 


ali living in the new creation; 
that Jesus Christ and Ann Lee 
are the first foundation pillars of 
‘the church; that the two apart- 
ments of the tabernacle typified 
Christ in his first and second ap- 
pearing in man and woman; as 
also did the two cherubims, the 
two goats for expiation, the two 
trumpets made by Moses, the 
two anointed ones, &c. that Jesus 
is the everlasting Father, and 
Ann the eyeriasting Mother; that 
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the former made atonement for 
sin, and the /atter received con- 
fession of sin, aad gave salvation 
from it, which in Christ’s first ap- 
pearing was not given; that mira- 
culous curesattended the last dis- 
pensation; that there is no distinc- 
tion of persons in the Godhead; 
that the word by which Jesus 
spake, proceeded from the ever- 
lasting substance of the Father 
and the Holy Ghvust; that the 
Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost Gre one, in essence, 
in nature, in union everlasting; 
that the Son had a beginning, yet 
his descent is from everlasting, 
he being brought forth from an 
everlasting source; that he did 
not exist before he came into 
this world; that the Holy Ghost 
was the true mother of Jesus 
Christ, Mary being the medium 
of his existence; that Christ did 
not die in the stead of sinners, 
but only gave them an example 
of suffering; that all his follow- 
ers must suffer with him; that as 
the Son of God he did not die, 
but his body of sin was des- 
troyed by the Spirit, and he is 
now separated for ever from that 
old mature; that the  biessed 
mother of their redemption suf- 
fered her due proportion; that 
there is no resurrection of the 
body, nor any resurrection ex- 
cept a deliverance from the flesh 
and from sin; that Jesus Christ 
did not re-assume the natural 
appearance of sinful flesh; that 
singing and dancing constitute 
a mode of worship, “given by 
special gift and _ revelation, 
mighty through God, joyful as 
heaven, and solemn as eternity; 
that the Scriptures contain a re- 
cord of the operations of the 
Word, which Word under the 
new dispensation dwells in de- 
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lievers; that the Scriptures can. 
not be understood without that 
Word;* that the doctrine of the 
Divine decrees is false; that 
heathens will have the Gospel 
preached to them in another 
state; that as the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, in this last display 
of God’s grace to man, cannot 
be forgiven, all, who deliber- 
ately choose evil in defiance of 
known and positive good,t will 
be for ever excluded from the 
mercy of God. 

Such are the principal doc- 
trines found in a book of 620 
pages. 

The reader must be left to 
make his own reflections upon 
such capacious and persevering 
credulity, unequalled in any 
country, which has been favored 
with the light of the Gospel. 

W. 


For the Panofilist. 


AN INVESTIGATION OF THE OB- 
JECTIONS TO RELIGIOUS CORX- 
FERENCES. 


Mr. Editor, 


Ir is well known, that meetings 
for religious conversation,praise, 
and prayer, are highly approved 
of by many persons in various 
parts of this country; and it is 
equally well known, that such 
meetings are argued against, if 
not vehemently candemned, by 
another class of persons certain- 
ly not less numerous than the 
former. Whatare the causes of 
this disagreement? is a ques- 


*The Shakers therefore are the on- 
ly people, who can understand the 
Scriptures. : 

Ttthat is, who reject the testi 
mony of the Shakers, after hearing 
and examining it. 
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tion, which it may not be alto- 
gether useless to examine. Hav- 
ing had occasion to observe, that 
many persons, who approve of as- 
sociations for amusement, disap- 
prove of associations for religious 
conference and prayer, I was na- 
turally led to investigate the 
causes of such a partiality. In this 
attempt I have wholly failed; but 
to compensate, in some mea- 
sure, for the disappointment, I 
have been permitted to discover 
what are not the causes, beyond 
all controversy. If you should 
apprehend, that this negative in- 
vestigation of the subject will be 
of any service towards an ulti- 
mate pesitive solution of the 
difficulty, you will doubtless be 
disposed’ to publish it in your 
valuable Magazine. L. 


In the following remarks I 
have selected balls asa subject 
of comparison, because they are 
certainly the most general, and 
probably the most pleasing, 
scenes of youthful amusement, 
in every part of this country; 
and because, as I have just inti- 
mated, many persons approve of 
balls who disapprove of confer- 
ences. 

The moment I began to re- 
flect upon the subject, I perceiv- 
ed, that the preference of balls 
to conferences could not arise 
from the superior importance of 
the professed object of a ball to 
that of a religious conference. 
The objects of a ball are all ex- 
pressed by the word amusement; 
while those of a conference are 
the worship of God, the acquisi- 
tion of religious knowledge, the 
improvement of Christian fricnd- 
ship, and preparation for hea- 
ven. Nowy, though it be ad- 
mitted that dancing is righ¢, 
that it is even a duty, it will not 


still, I presume, be contended 
by any one, that it is a more-im- 
portant duty than Christian fel- 
lowship, or the worship of God. 

It is equally manifest, that the 
partiality for balls and the pre- 
judice against conferences, can- 
not arise from the superior rea- 
sonableness of the particular en- 
joyments of the ball room. 
These enjoyments are pleasant 
conversation, laughter, music, 
and dancing. The enjoyments 
of the conference are reading 
the Bible, meditating and con- 
versing upon what is read, sing- 
ing psalms, and praying. Now 
should I admit, that laughing 
and dancing are doubtless very 
good things in their place, no 


one will contend, I think, that - 


dancing is a more reasonable 
employment than praying, or 
that laughter and light talk con- 
stitute a better method of spend- 
ing time, than reading the Bible 
and singing praises to God. 

Nor can it be the description, 
or class, of persons, who asso- 
ciate for these different pur- 
poses, that renders it more im- 
proper to convene for worship 
in the conference, than to assem- 
ble for amusement in the ball 
room. For, in the latter case, 
it is young people, almost exclu- 
sively, who associate together; 
while the conference usually em- 
braces many of the most grave 
and discreet people in the com- 
munity. 

Neither can it be the tim 
when conferences are held, 
which excites prejudice against 
them rather than against balls; 
for though conferences are, in- 
deed, usually held in the night, 
so also are balls. They are’both 
night-meetings. Does the objec- 
tion to conferences arise, then, 
from their being held to a /ate 
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hour in the night, so as to inter- 
fere with the worship of God in 
the family? This can hardly be 
the reason; for religious mect- 
ings of this description usually 
close by nine o’ciock, while 
balls are continued almost uni- 
versally till twelve, generally 
till two or three, and sometimes 
till morning. Nor is it certain, 
perhaps, that young persons 
wotild in all cases, hear prayers 
at home if neither the confer- 
ence nor the ball detained them 
abroad, at the proper hour. 

Is it the character of those who 
preside, or officiate, in the one 
association and the other, which 
occasions a preference for balls 
in the estimation of any? Ft is 
the musician, in the one case; 
in the other, it is the pastor of 
the church often; commonly the 
deacon or elder of the church; 
and almost always some person 
respectable for piety and discre- 
tion. 

I had heard it said, that peo- 
ple neglect their business to at- 
tend night-meetings; that they 
spend more time than they can 
afford, more than they ought to 
afford: in short, that conferences 
are too expensive. But I soon 
perceived, that this objection 
could be sincere only on the 
ground of the excess of the 
expense of conferences above 
that of balls; for though the 
one class of associations costs 
time chiefly,and the other money 
chiefly; yet if, in fact, they are 
equally expensive, then, so far 
as relates to expense, they 
should be equally condemned, 
or equally tolerated. As _ it 
scemed clear to me, that the 
time, and extraordinary dress, 
and immediate expense, of four 
balls, would exceed the expense 


of two hundred evening confer- 
ences, I was forbidden to con- 
clude, that people, who are able 
to estimate relative expenses as 
well as myself, could satisfy 
themselves in their opposition 
to conferences, on the ground of 
economy. Especially, since tea 
parties, and evening visits, com- 
monly occupy as much timé 
without censure, as is devoted 
to religious meetings, though 
the expense be far greater. 

I knew that irregularities were 
said to exist sometimes In relig- 
ious night-meetings; and ifnight- 
meetings for amusement had al- 
ways been conducted with entire 
discretion, I should have consid- 
ered this difference as leading 
to a solution of the difficulty. 
But when I recollected, that all 
amusements were not Swept a- 
way with indiscriminate severi- 
ty, on account of the occasional 
indiscretions of young people, 
I could not suppose that liberal 
minds would scan, with intoler- 
ant harshness, the indiscretions of 
serious and pious people. 

I was wandering in quest of 
some peculiar evils of confer- 
ences to justify their condemna- 
tion; when, all at once, I recol- 
lected, that they are places of 
peculiar temptation, where no 
discreet woman wouid choose to 
be seen, and no prudent father 
choose. to venture his daughters. 
For not unfrequently the confer- 
ence is made up of young peo 
ple of both sexes, who some- 
times come there together and 
go home together; and then the 
pathetic exhortations frequently 
given, cause a brisker circula- 
tion of the blood, and awaken 
the passions of fear and grief, o! 
hope and joy, which, lke bodies 
of water, are Hable to flow in any 
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contiguous channel, into which, 
by the obliquity of sin and temp- 
tation, they may be turned: ancl 
I remembered to have heard it 
said, that there never was a re- 
vival of religion, and a multitude 
of conference meetings, but 
what some bad thing came to 
pass afterwards. I was just 
about to sit down satisfied that 
I had made the ereat discovers 

when I happened to recollect, 
that young men and women go 
together to balls, and ret@rn to- 
gether, at a late hour of the 
night; and ihat music and danc- 
ing occasion as brisk a circuia- 
tion of the biood as the most 
pungent and pathetic exhorta- 
tions which can be given; and 
that what are termed the gen- 
tle passions are aS common to 
the bali-room, as hope and fear 
are to the conference; and that 
balls are at least as much in the 
neighborhood of danger as con- 
ferences. And when I took 
time to reflect further on the 
subject, I was persuaded that 
there never was a ball but what 
some bad thing came to pass af- 
terwards: and though I did not 
stop to inquire whether balls or 
conferences were in any manner 
the cause of such bad thing, I 
concluded, that it was no more 
evidence against one class of as- 
sociations than against the other. 
And, allowing the active predis- 
posing causes to evil to be much 
the same in both cases, I sup- 
posed that reading the Bible, 
and exhortation, and prayer, 
would do as much to counteract 
their operation in the confer- 
ence as fiddling and dancing 
could do in the ball room. I was, 
therefore, compelled to give u 

my discovery, and admit that the 
temptations of a conference were 
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not the circumstances, which 
made them more obnoxious than 
associations for pleasure. 

It now occurred to me to ex- 
amine the Bible for the purpose 
of finding, if possible, the rea- 
sons of the preference with re- 
spect to which I was inquiring. 
And immediately I recollected 
the fatal accident which took 
place ala night-meeting, where 
Paul preached till midnight, 
which I supposed to be intended 
as a special frown of Providence 
upon such meetings, till I called 
to mind a more dreadful thing 
that befell a great many families 
of old. They sent forth their 
little ones like a flock, and their 
children danced. They took the 
timbrel and harft, and rejoiced at 
the sound of the organ. They 
sfient their days in wealth, and 
in @ moment went down to the 
grave. This, since it was des- 
cribed as the conduct and end of 
wicked people, who said unto 
God, Depart from us, for we de- 
sire not the knowledge of thy 
ways, was. | thought, as fearful 
a token of God’s displeasure at 
balls, as the death of Eutychus 
was of his displeasure at confer- 
ences; especially, when I ree 
membered, that God by a mira- 
cle restored Eutychus to life, 
but did not restore the others. 
I even began to consider wheth- 
er the Most High did not heark- 
en, and hear, and approve, when 
his people assembled to speak 
of him one to another. At any 
rate, after searching my Bible 
through, I can conscientiously 
declare, that I have not been able 
to find a word against religious 
night-meetings, which should 
warrant the conclusion, that they 
are worse than night meetings 
for dancing. 
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I had heard it said, that peo- 
ple who attend conferences are 
extremely liable to become in- 
sane; and as this is a ‘terrible 
calamity, though I had never 
myself seen any such effect, 
I thought the subject demanded 
examination. But after carefully 
consulting a sure word of testi- 
mony, I discovered, that what- 
ever danger of madness attend- 
ed the conference, the ball-room 
was no refuge from this fatal 
malady. For read that Because 
sentence against an evil work is 
not executed speedily, the heart 
of the children of men is fully set 
in them to doevil. MADNESS is 
in their hearts while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead. 
Upon further reflection, I began 
even to question, whether meet- 
ings for religious conference 
might not be a cure for mad- 
ness, having seennumbers, who 
commenced attending them ina 
state of delirium clothed after- 
wards, and in their right minds. 

I had also heard soine people 
express much solicitude, lest the 
unhappy persons who attend 
conferences should be fatally 
deceived by adopting for reli- 
gion some fiction of the brain; 
and when I considered this be- 
nevolent anxiety for the souls of 
mien, and how diligent those are, 
who feel it, to make their own 


calling and election sure, I 
thought there must certainly 


be some special danger in con- 
ferences to make persons of 
such eminent piety afraid of 
them. But limmediately called 
to mind that two cases, at least, 
of most lamentable delusion are 
recorded as having existed, 
where no conferences, so far as 
we know, had ever been held. 
The inhabitants of the Old 
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World, in spite of the warnin 
voice of Noah, embraced the fa- 
tal opinion that there would be 
no flood, and ate, and drank, and 
married, and were @iven in mar- 
riage,and knew not until the flood 
came and swept them all away. 
Conference meetings, could not, 
I think, in this case have made 
their state worse; and who can 
tell but less feasting and more 
meetings for prayer might have 
averted the flood. In like man- 
ner, the sons of Lot deemed 
their father a madman, and clung 
to the delusion that they were 
safe, tili the tempest of fire and 
brimstene burst upon their 
heads. I have myself known not 
a few who followed amusements 
eagerly as the chief good, awake 
to despair when they came to 
die, and cry out, that all which 
they had deemed of so much 
consequence was mere vabity. 
Indeed so far as my own obser- 
vation had extended, I could not 
but perceive, that persons who 
had joved conference and prayer 
often died very joyfully, while 
the gay frequenters of the ball 
room not unfrequently died in 
anguish. I was compelled, 
therefore, to conclude, that if 
persons were lable to be de- 
ceived as to their religion by 
attending confeiences, they still 
could hope fer no security from 
deception by attending balls. 

It next occurred to me, that 
religion was a thing between 
every man and his God, and that, 
as it consisted in the secret ex- 
ercises of the heart, it must of 
course be a very secret, silent 
thing, a still small voice. Nor 
did I forget that the Sabbath 
was the proper time to worship 
God, and time enough to devote 
to that purpose; and that thers 
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was no need of making so much 
poise about religion; that all 
this was being righteous over- 
much, &c. &e. Though IT had 
been so often disappointed in 
mv researches, I couid not but 
hope that now st last I had found 
the very thing that made coufer- 
ences offensive. Taking time ta 
consider, however, I was con- 
vinced that religion is a social 
affection, and that God has in- 
stituted social worship, both in 
the family and the sanctuary, 
where this secret religion should 
be made manifest, and this silent 
religion audibly expressed. I 
could see no reason why those 
who loved one another, and loy- 
ed their Savior, and took delight 
in his worship, might not meet 
and comfort one another, by con- 
versing on these subjects. At 
least why might not this be done 
by the persons referred to, with 
as much propriety as others 
might assemble for the amuse- 
ment of dancing? J knew that 
balls were said to promote socia- 
bility and friendship, and could 
see no reason why conferences 
might not do the same; or why 
sociability and friendship should 
be less estimable in religion, 
than in scenes of amusement. 
I knew that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is worthy of very ardent 
love, and that all strong affections 
are apt to find expression both 
in language and action. After 
duly weighing these things, I 
was fully convinced, that it was 
not the love of religion in secret 
and in silence, that made con- 
ferences so disagreeable to 
many, who are pleased with 
balls and similar amusements. 

When I had groped my way 
thus far in the dark, cheered by 
No guiding star, and much de- 


jected by the abortive issue of 
all my hopes and labors, a ray of 
light darted suddenly across the 
gloom. It was manifest in a 
moment, that conferences are 
often held in bad weather, and 
in rooms so full of people as to 
render the air insalubrious; and 
the temperature is so varied 
from that of the surrounding at- 
mosphere, as to occasion immin- 
ent hazard of Jetting in colds, ca- 
tarrhs,and consumptions through 
the open pores of the skin, when 
people leave the heated room, 
and plunge into the cold atmos- 
phere without. But the joy of 
this discovery was dashed by 
the sudden recollection, that 
balls also are not unfrequently 
attended in bad weather; that 
the air too in a ball room is con- 
taminated by a crowd of people; 
and that the pores ot the skin 
are, by heat and exercise toge- 
ther, thrown wider open, than 
either cause alone could accom- 
plish. The body, too, is about 
to be plunged into the cold sur- 
rounding atmosphere; while it 
is more exposed, and usually 
less guarded, against the assault 
of cold chills and consumptions, 
than are the persons of those 
who assemble for purposes of 
religion. As balls are not less 
dangerous to health than confer- 
ences, and as man is a reasonable 
being, I was debarred from the 
conclusion, that the exposure of 
health is the cause of dislike to 
these religious meetings. 

Thus stands the inquiry; and 
I have therefore given it up for 
the present in despair. But 
since I have faithfully explored 
and detailed what are of the 
causes of the partiality so often 
referred to, it is no more than 
just, that some of your corres- 
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pondents should take their turn, 
and ascertain positively what 
these causes are. 

1 would just remark, how- 
ever, that if they have no reason 
to assign but the uncharitable 
one, that people who love balls 
and disapprove of conferences, 
are people of the world, who 
probably have no religion; and 
that they love to dance, but do 
not love to pray; and that any 
special attention of other people 
to religion, both reproves and 
alarms them, aud prompts them 
to multiply ostensible causes of 
aversion in order to hide the true 
one: I repeat, if your corres- 
pondents have nothing better to 
say than this, they may as well 
say nothing;: for it is notorious, 
that there are both ministers of 
the Gospel, and members of 
Christian churches, who man- 
ifest a strong partiality for balls, 
and are still greatly opposed to 
conference meetings. 


For the Panopilist. 


ON THE ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS. 


Twat faculty of the human 
mind which is employed in re- 
calling and associating ideas, 
appears to be one of the most 
important with which an intel- 
ligent being can be endowed. 
Most persons can produce from 
their own experience many ex- 
@ pies oi t.e operation of this 
f.culty; examples which prove 
its effect upon their own feel- 
ings and « onduct. 

I seldom hear that incompar- 
able picce of music, id Hun- 
dred, sung, without seeimg in 
imagination its author, the ven- 
erabie and intrepid Saxon re- 


former. I see him leading an 
immense congregation of Ger- 
man peasantry in the delightful 
employment of singing praises 
to God. Isee their earer looks, 
expressive of animated joy, and 
hear their fervent gratitude of: 
fered to Him, who had revealed 
to their minds the light of Di- 
vine truth, and placed in their 
hands, by the labors ot his honor- 
ed instrument, the sacred ora- 
cles in their own language. 
I see the patient Moravian mis- 
Sionary cheering a Greenland 
winter, by gathering around the 
fire of their hut the poor igno- 
rant Pagans, and teaching them 


the first notes of a new song of 


praise to God and the Lamb. I 
see the blessed Vander Kemp 
surrounded by his civilized, re- 
formed, converted Hottentots, in 
the heart of Caffraria, in the 
humble church which his own 
hands had reared, raising the 
tuneful Halielujah, and direct- 
ing rational worship; fitting to 
the notes of his native country 
the barbarous dialects of sav- 
ages, forming a chorus of ear- 
nest and intelligent worshippers 
out of miserable creatures whose 
ears had been accustomed only 
to the yell of battle or the shriek 
of danger, and, by the united 
power of music and devotion, 
hurdanizing and Christianizing 
the affections of a portion of our 
fellow men, who had been given 
up by philosophers as in a state 
of hopeiess degradation. I see 
the Lutheran missionaries in In- 
cia leading their congregations 
in procession, bearing palms in 
their hands, singing the hun- 
dredth psalm to its proper tune, 
and weeping a solemn jubilee at 
the conciusion of a century after 
the Gospel had shined upon 
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those benighted regions. I 
think of the persecuted Hugue- 
nots, the Protestants of Holland 
and Germany, the churches of 
England, Scotland, and America: 
of the vast multitudes who have 
expressed the same holy desires 
by the same solemn sounds, 
though in different languages, 
and on different continents. Nor 
can I help looking forward to 
that glorious day, when the 
voice of sincere praise shall as- 
cend from every mountain and 
valley,from every island and plain, 
and the whole earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of God; and 
to that more glorious consum- 
mation, when all the redeemed, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and fpieofile, and nation, shall 
come to the heavenly Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy ufion 
their heads, and shall unite with 
the heavenly host in saying, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and fiower, be unto him that sit- 
teth ufron the throne, and unto 
the Lamd, for ever and ever. 

The association of ideas ap- 
pears to be one of the great 
means of happiness or misery, 
aid will doubtless be eminently 
so in the future state. To the 
spirits of the just made pertect, 
the history of their pilgrimage 
on earth will afford abundant 
materials for such an association 
as wiil give perpetual and in- 
creasing pleasure; and to the 
reprobate spirits this faculty will 
afford the means of never-ending 
anguish. The truth of this as- 
seruon will be evident, on the 
supposition that our minds will 
lose none of their natural facul- 
ties, in consequence of lcaviig 
this world; a supposition which 
will probably be admitted wath- 
Out hesitation. 
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It is of vast importance, there- 
fore, that virtuous habits should 
be early formed; for a course of 
virtue is necessary to furnish the 
materials for happy associations, 
While passing through the 
world, if under the influence of 
true wisdom, we see much of 
Divine Providence, much of the 
tendency of human actions to 
cause happiness or misery, ac- 
cording to the character of the 
actions, and much of the faith- 
fulness, patienee, and long suf- 
fering of God exercised towards 
mankind. All the things with 
which truly religious persons 
are conversant on earth, will 
doubtless be the means of in- 
creasing their enjoyment in 
heaven. It is a solemn thought, 
that Christians are educating 
for eternity, while they continue 
inthis world. Itbe omes them, 
therefore, to use all their oppor- 
tunities of acquiring a know- 
ledge of the Divine dispensa- 
tions, and to improve under the 
salutary discipline of their heav- 
enly Father: for the dealings of 
God with his penitent children, 
and his government of this 
world, wiil throw much light on 
the Divine character, and fur- 
nish subjects of ceaseless adora- 
tion and praise. 

How miserable is the cendi- 
tion, and how frighttui the pros- 
pects of those, who are treasur- 
lug Up Materials tor evil associa- 
tions in a future state. It might 
well shock the most obdurate to 
consider, that unicss they re- 
pent, all the scenes in which 
they are engaged will but afiord 
tuod for remorse and alg uish 
for ever. 

On this subject it may not be 
amiss tu observe, that the imayi- 
Nailous of young persons suoud 
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be preserved, as far as possible, 
4} from contamination, while they 


are in the most impressible pe- 
riod of life. An impure imagin- 
ation is one of the greatest 
eurses which can befall a human 


I being. Such writers as Sterne, 
iT who prostituted very noble en- 
AH dowments to the vile purpose of 

i debauching the imagination, de- 


serve to be considered as the 
enemies of all virtue, as the 
slaves of Satan employed by him 
in his most abject offices. 

| Let parents and instructers of 
i youth frequently call to mind, 


me Ai For the Panoplist. 
ON HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 


Concluded from p. 206. 





FEARING that the readers of the 
Panoplist will think the discus- 
sion of this subject too long, I 
i shall endeavor to compress the 
ei remainder of what I have to say 
ne upon it, within the limits of this 
i communication. As_ brevity 
| must be principally consulted, 
I shall avoid the formality of 
stating specific heads of dis- 
course while exhibiting a few 
| more of those traits, in the hu- 
a man character, which prove the 
existence of deep and radical de- 
‘ pravity. In doing this, I shall 
; continue the enumeration of 
| i those actions which are a viola- 
Set tion of the second table of the 
ui Divine law, and conclude with 
e scyeral remarks on the aversion 
of mankind to the true reli- 
gion. 
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that the principal effect of their 
instructions is to be seen and 
experienced in the eternal 
world. This consideration gives 
an unspeakable dignity and im- 
portance to the office of an in- 
structor; it invests all the con- 
cerns in which we are engaged 
with a consequence inconceiva- 
bly great; if duly impressed on 
the mind, and producing its 
proper influence on the heart, it 
will cause us to live in the fear 
of God, and prepare us for his 
kingdom. A. B. 


1) RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


Fraud, by which I mean de- 
liberate deceit practised with a 
view toobtaining some advantage 
over the party deceived, is one 
of the most dishonorable of 
vices; yetitisa vice of which 
nearly all mankind agree in 
pronouncing nearly all mankind 
to be guilty: it is, moreover, a 
vice which the Scriptures 
abundantly declare to be highly 
offensive to the God of truth and 
justice. As money is the great 
mean of personal gratification, 
fraud is peculiarly apt to dis- 
cover itself in pecuniary transac- 
tions. Hence, it is often re- 
marked, that in dealing with 
mankind, you are to act as much 
on your guard with every man, 
as though you knew him to be a 
rogue. In other words, such is 
the character of men, that no 
other safe rule can be adopted, 
than to consider them as being 
universally inclined to gain an 
undue advantage over you. 
There is a multitude of prov- 
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erbs, in every language which 
amount to this. Whence should 
such an abundance of concurrent 
testimony to this part of the hu- 
man character be found, in all 
ages and nations, unless experi- 
ence furnished it? But not to 
rest the question here, though 
here it might safely be rested, 
jet each man consult his own 
knowledge on the subject. In 
buying and selling, how few are 
there who conduct in such a 
manner as a Christian can delib- 
erately approve. The multitude 
appear altogether engrossed by 
aregard to their own interest, 
and utterly careless of the good 
of their neighbor. In ninety- 
nine bargains out of a hundred, 
a discerning bystander could tell 
who was the buyer and who the 
seller, from the manner in which 
each party appreciated or de- 
preciated the value of the arti- 
cle. The want of confidence in 
the most soiemn declarations, 
which affect the interest of the 
party, is continually evident. In- 
deed so common, so notorious is 
the disposition to overreach in 
bargains, that nothing is more 
frequent, than to hear good dar- 
gains boasted of; by which are 
usually meant those bargains in 
which an article is obtained for 
less than it is worth, or sold for 
more. Yet the law which re- 
guires us to do to others as we 
Would wish them to do to us, is 
berfectly plain, as well as per- 
‘ectly reasonable, and if obeyed, 
would immediately put an end to 
all the hard bargaining and fraud- 
ulent representations, which are 
‘o often the subject of com- 
Plaint. 

Should it be said, that what I 
“ave been describing arises from 
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a justifiable desire in each pers 
son to provide for himself, and 
not from any wrong state of 
the heart, I answer, that a scrip- 
tural view of the matter pre- 
cludes any such construction. 
Selfishness is at the bottom of 
all hard dealing, of all unfair ad- 
vantage of the necessities of 
others; and it is directly opposed 
the nature and spirit of the 
Christian religion. I answer, 
further, that such persons as live 
habitually under the influence of 
the Gospel, are very different 
from the great body of men, in 
that part of their character,which 
relates to this subject; so differ- 
ent, that all who wish to make 
any discrimination may easily 
do it. 

The disposition of men to de- 
fraud in the smallest matters, 
appears more illustrative of the 
true nature of fraud, than if it 
were practised only in impor- 
tant concerns. He who isin the 
habit of violating the law of 
God, for the sake of a little pal- 
try gain, must have a very sordid 
spirit; yet the great majority of 
frauds are of this despicable 
kind. They who commit frauds 
of this class, are, however, so 
little aware of their true charac- 
ter, that they consider the small- 
ness of tis offence as amount- 
ing to an excuse; whereas it is 
the direct contrary. When the 
temptation is small, and the gain 
insignificant, how degenerate 
must be the man, who would 
transgress a law of perfect rec- 
titude. Our Savior has for ever 
settled the point by saying, /e 
that is unjust in the least zs un- 
just also in much. How awful 
must be the account which many 
will be compelled to render, at 
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the great day, of a perpetual re- 
currence to a course of small 
frauds, which marked and fixed 
the character, while they were 
scarcely observed at all. 

Cruelty has also been a prom- 
inent feature in the human char- 
acter. It is soodious a feature, 
that men would doubtless be 
glad to disown it, if they could. 
But historv and observation con- 
curin substantiating the charge, 
beyond all reasonable doubt. A 
large proportion of the amuse- 
ments of which men have been 
fond, have heen exhibitions of 
hardened cruelty. Witness the 
shows of gladiators in the times 
of heathen antiquity, and the 
bull-baitings of modern nations. 
W ttness the instances of human 
suffering voli ntarily inflicted by 
the malicious and revengeful. 
Witness the triumph over ene- 
mies, the insolence to inferiors, 
the hard, unfeeling, unrelenting 
severity exercised towards those 
who have been so unforiunate as 
fail under the power of their fel- 
low worms. How abominable 
must such atemper appear in 
the view of Him, who sees in 
what need we all stand of his 
mercy, and who has declared, 
Blessed are the merciful; for 
they shall obtain mercy. What 
a terrible list of tortures have 
men invented for the sole pur- 
pose of inflicting upon their 
fellow creatures unjust and un- 
necessary pain. Envy, anger, 
malice, revenge, all prompt to 
cruelty, and feed with insatiable 
appetite on the miseries of oth- 
ers. How have these passions 
torn the human breast, and, in 
the course of their operation, 
filled the world with terror and 
anguish. How uncontrollable 
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is their tyranny, how extensive 
their sway, how disgraceful their 
tendency. Envy, particularly, 
which is admitted by every body 
to be altogether base and diabol- 
ical in its nature, is discoverable 
in our daily intercourse with so- 
ciety, creeps unobserved into 
the bosoms even of those who 
profess to be under the govern- 
ment of Christianity, and needs 
to be guarded against by all. 
Contempt is a passion of the 
same general description; thatis, 
as usually exercised, it springs 
from an entire disregard of our 
neighbor’s happiness. Yet this 
passion has the countenance and 
support of mankind in a most 
explicit and extraordinary man- 
ner. Itisinculcated and exhib- 
ited in senates and other most il- 
lustrious bodies of great and 
honorable men; it is encouraged 
by the most fashionable and ac- 
complished writers; and it, has 
even been occasionally sanction- 
ed from the pulpit. Yet how 
different is it from the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, fromthe 
humility which is a distinguish- 
ing trait in the Christian charac: 
ter, and from that commisera- 
tion for sinners which all mea, 
as sinners, ought to feel. Ii 
contempt can be ever proper 
ly indulged towards men on ac: 
count of their wickedness and 
folly, the occasions are very rare 
in which it is thus indulged. 
While it depresses others, it ex 
alts self, and produces an unfeel: 
ing temper, and a correspondent 
proud and overbearing conduct. 
Pride and vanity have thei! 
millions of yotaries, and stal 
through the world with an ul 
abashed front, claiming to >? 
ranked among the virtues. Thé 
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are attended by strife, conten- 
tion, animosity, discord, and a 
Jong train of unholy passions and 
immoral actions. : 

In all countries where civil 
liberty is enjoyed, the evil dispo- 
sitions of the human heart are 
drawn forth, and exibibited in 
their true Character, by political 
disputes. It is wonderful to see 
with what settled rancor, and 
persevering malignity, men will 
persecute each other, in order to 
gain a few emoluments of office, 
or to secure a triumph over a 
fallen party. It is wonderful to 
see how all the restraints of ho- 
nor, truth, and justice are brush- 
ed awav as cobwebs, and false- 
hood and slander and personal 
invective maintain the field of 
battle without a competitor. Pat- 
riotism, and benevolence are 
mere sounds used to beguile the 
thoughtless and ignorant, while 
selfishness, or a supreme regard 
to personal aggrandizement, is 
the real spring of nearly all the 
political activity which strikes 
the eye. The few who act from 
pure motives, and understand the 
tendency of measures, can only 
sigh, while they exclaim, Truth 
is fallen in the streets; and eqgui- 
ty cannot enter. Such has been 
the melancholy state of things in 
every case, where the discord- 
ant passions, have not been con- 
trolled by the Christian reli- 
gion. 

The unfaithfulness of man- 
kind, their breaches of promises, 
their violation of the most sol- 
emn compacts, form the subject 
of perpetual complaint in nation- 
al histories, and in private iile. 
No tie is too strong to be bro- 
ken, no sanction too awiul to 
be profaned and violated, where 
interest is concerned. ‘The in- 
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fluence of falsehood in human 
affairs is truly amazing. The 
ease with which it is propagat- 
ed, the greediness with which it 
is received notwithstanding its 
thousand inconsistencies, the 
difficulty of refuting it, the great 
labor which is necessary in order 
to the promulgation of truth 
notwithstanding its beautiful 
symmetry, constitute a view of 
the human character entirely 
inexplicable, except on the sup- 
position of radical depravity. Let 
us look around us and see the 
influence of falsehood, in our 
own country, at the present 
time. Could such a state of 
things exist among a class of 
beings naturally pure, and in- 
clined to love the truth and obey 
it? 

Perjury is justly considered 
as one of the greatest offences 
which men ever commit. It is no 
less than an appeal to the omnis- 
cient God, the Ged of truth, to 
witness a falsehood; and in- 
cludes an imprecation of the Di- 
vine vengeance upon the mis-« 
erable offender. Who could 
think it possible, that man, who 
is coustantly dependent upon 
God, should be so foolhardy as 
to be guilty of this crime. Yet 
an Outh is, lu many countries and 
by vast multitudes of people, 
considered as a mere matter of 
form. Even in our courts of 
justice it is not regarded with 
that awful reverence which 
ought to attendit. But there 
are two kinds of perjury, which 
in all Countries, are peculiarly 
apt to prevail: I mean custom- 
house perjury, and official per- 
jury. 

The first is occasioned by 
that thirst of gain which looks 
for gratification by a fraud upon 
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the revenue, and that fraud pro- 
tected by anoath. The degree 
of credit due to custom-house 
oaths depends much upon times 
and fashions. When a law is 
thought oppressive, and is un- 
popular, it soon becomes a mat- 
ter of course with many persons 
to evade it, if possible, even at 
the expense of an oath. And 
when any kind of iniquity is 
supported by the voice of the 
people, multitudes are not want- 
ing to transgress, and to glory in 
their shame. 

Official perjury differs from 
other kinds of false swearing in 
this, that it is not an attestation 
to a falsehood; but an engage- 
ment entered into with an oath 
to perform certain duties, which 
duties are afterwards voluntari- 
ly neglected. It 1s seldom less 
heinous than other kinds of per- 
jury: but is often more so, as it 
is deliberate, persisted in, and 
habitual. It is committed more 
commonly than in any other 
manner, by a neglect to execute 
laws, which the person had sol- 
emnly sworn to execute. And 
if there is any meaning in an 
oath of office, if it is not an in- 
sienificant ceremony, every Clv- 
ilized country lies under the 
horrid guilt of trifling with God 
in the mest vital concerns of the 
community. In this dreadful 
condemnation our country must 
come in for alarge share. Our 
morals have been fortified by 
wise, judicious, and efficient 
laws; laws which experience 
has proved to be salutary and ef- 
ficient; but, as immorality be- 
comes bold, our magistrates 
have become timid; they have 
forgotten their oaths; and if this 
country is corrupted and des- 
troyed, to the neglect of official 


duties must be charged the guilt 
of destroying the most favored 
nation, which the sun ever shone 
upon. I am not ignorant of the 
answers to this heavy charge; 
and I know full well their mis- 
erable futility. Jf half the magis- 
trates of New England would 
go on resolutely, unitedly, and 
firudently in the discharge of 
their pfilain duties, those duties 
which they are sworn to dts- 
charge, they might yet save their 
country. They might effectu- 
ally put down sabbath-breaking, 
profaneness, drunkenness, gam- 
ing, Jewdness, and idleness. ] 
do not suppose that they could 
prevent these sins in every de- 
gree; but they might effectually 
discountenance them, and drive 

them utterly from public view. 
How great is the sin of contrib- 
uting to destroy a whole people! 

The difficulty of making and 
enforcing good laws is too notori- 
ous to need much comment. 
A few persons of small influence 
will often succeed in breaking 
cown and trampling under foot 
a regulatton, which had _ been 
reared by wisdom and approved 
by experience. This fact ‘can 
be accounted for only by refer- 
ence to the zeal and boldness 
with which men do evil, and the 
timidity and lukewarmness with 
which they do good. 

Lewdness is a sin, which it ts 
extremely difficult to speak of 
with delicacy, and yet with truth 
and plainness. Let the reader 
only advert to the general pre- 
valence of this sin in almost 
every country, In every age; to 
its tendency to produce wretch- 
edness, and to pollute and debase 
the man; to the difficulty with 
which it is restrained and pre- 
vented; to the sacred yows 








Idll. 


which it violates, and the jeal- 
ousy, discord, and revenge, which 
it occasions; and to the solemn 
denunciations of the Almighty 
against it; and then he will be 
in some condition to compute 
its mischief and its turpitude. 
The amusements of ‘mankind 
have been mentioned as proving 
the native cruelty of the human 
heart; and one or two kinds of 
them were specified; but it may 
be said, in more general terms, 
that nearly all the great and ex- 
pensive amusements, in which 
men have delighted, have been 
either directly sinful, or possess- 
ed of a strong tendency towards 
sin. In a word, the pleasures 
of men have been eminently 
their sins. We should natur- 
ally look for the free overflow- 
ings of the heart in those sea- 
sons which are professedly de- 
voted to enjoyment. We 
should justly expect that a good 
heart, would, on such occa- 
sions, send forth an uninterrupt- 
ed series of good and beneficent 
actions. But on inspecting the 
conduct of the great body of 
men, we find that a melancholy 
contrast to all this is presented. 
Seasons of amusement have been 
regarded as: affording peculiar 
license to act without the fear of 
God. A conscientious respect to 
duty has been considered as an 
intruder, whenever it has ven- 
tured within the precincts of 
ti O ruined race of 
reatures! who seck for their 
principal enjoyments in a state 
of estrangement from God; who 
voluntarily depart from that glo- 
rious Being, who alone is able 
to confer permanent enjoy ment, 
solid, substantial and everlasting 
happiness. 
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I have directed the attention 
of my readers principally to the 
state of communities; but if we 
look into families, we shall see 
a thousand eauses of domestic 
wretchedness, which most forci- 
bly eviace the radical corruption 
of man. How many parents 
have been rendered miserable 
by the misconduct, unkindness, 
and ingratitude of children; how 
many children by want of prin- 
ciple, care, and tenderness in 
parents. How many wives have 
been disheartened, and deprived 
of all temporal happiness by the 
cruelty and profligacy of hus- 
bands; how many husbands by the 
termagancy and infidelity of 
wives. How many brothers and 
sisters have yielded to conten- 
tion, and every discordant pas- 
sion, and have made the tenderest 
connexions only an occasion of 
increasing misery. Anger and 
strife have invaded the domes- 
tic circle, and planted thorns in 
the pillow of repose. What 
source of enjoyment has not 
been poisoned by sin; what re- 
lation 1s so sacred as not to have 
been violated, and converted 
into the means of wretchedness. 

While reflecting upon the va- 
rious conditions of men, the 
pride, and self-importance which 
the wealthy often feel, solely on 
account of their riches, cannot 
have escaped the observation of 
any one. Yet wealth is a pos- 
session which implies neither 
virtue, talents, nor any desirable 
quality in the possessor. It is 
often gained without merit, and 
lost without a crime; and is al- 
ways to be attributed, ultimately, 
to the disposing Providence of 
God. How frequentiy dq we 
hear the rich speak unfeclingly 
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and contemptuously of the poor, 
while it is not owing to superior 
worth that themselves, possess 
the adventitious distinction of 
wealth. The poor, on the other 
hand, are liabie to peculiar 
temptations, and are surrounded 
by stns which easily beset them. 
They are often faithless, un- 
grateful to benefactors, slothful, 
apt to murmur, and to envy and 
revile those, whom Providence 
has placed in a more eligible 
condition than themselves. ‘The 
Yich, when uninfluenced by re- 
ligious principles, are prone to 
take all the honor of their pros- 
perity to themselves, and to as- 
sume high airs in consequence; 
whereas they ovght to receive 
their wealth as the unmerited 
vift of God, and to conduct meek- 
ly and charitably in the posses- 
sion of it. The poor, when des- 
titute of the same principles, by 
their discontent implicitly call in 
question the wisdom of Divine 
Providence, instead of quietly 
submitting to the privations 
which are brought upon them, 
and gratefully receiving the 
great and inconceivable hiess- 
ings offered in the Gospel. 

The astonishing selfishness 
of mankind is evident from the 
fact, that multitudes can be found 
in every country, who are willing 
to do agreat public injury for 
the sake of a I'ttle private advan- 
tage. Those pests of scciety 
who keep tippling houses, for 
instance, are willing to poison 
a neighborhood, to ruin many 
families, to reduce industrious 
and capable men to beggary, 


merely for their own paltry gain. 
Those who manufacture and sell 
playing cards, and other instru- 
ments of sin; those who write 
and publish obscene books; and 
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all other persons of a similar 
description, must be considered 
as voluntarily waging a most des- 
tructive war upon human hap- 
piness, as acting the part of se- 
ducers of youth, and tempters to 
evil, mevely for the sake of ob- 
taining a support asthe reward 
of their iniguity. Surely the 
man must be terribly depraved, 
who would perpetrate such wick- 
edness for such a reward. 

The general and acknowledged 
bias of mankind towards evil, and 
their backwardness to good, is 
not to be passed over in silence. 
It has been observed, in all ages 
of the world, as a notorious trait 
in the human character, that 
wickedness is easily taught and 
ereedily practised, while virtue 
is difficult to be learned and 
more difficult to be exhibited in 
action. Not that it is difficult to 
understand the principles of vir- 
tue for they are the simplest ofall 
principles; but men are not in- 
clined to understand them. They 
who indulge evil dispositions, 
and pursue evil courses go easi- 
ly down the current, while every 
attempt to make advances in 
virtue meets with vigorous 
opposition. A course of vir- 
tue is in itself beyond com- 
perison easier than a course of 
sin; but the strong vicious pro- 
pensitics of men can make that 
easy which is naturally hard, 
and that difficult which would 
otherwise be easy. 

All the outward exhibitions 
of depravity, numerous and odi- 
ous as they are, bear but a very 
small proportion to the evil ex- 
ercises of the heart. How many 
murderous thoughts are indulg- 
ed where no murder is perpe- 
trated; how many lewd thoughts 
which are confined to the heart; 
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how many fraudulent plans are 
formed, but never executed. 
Whoever considers the state of 
the voric. and adds to the visi- 
‘dness the immensely 
more numerous se- 
have litle doubt 
ug aS to the general and 

radical corruption of mankind. 
As the finishing shade of this 


dark picture, the treatment, 
which mankind exhibit towards 
the Gospel. deserves to be in- 
troduced. fo creatures In a 
stuie of ruin a complete and 
glorious sulvetion is offered. In- 
stead of accepting this offer, 
however, mer begin to make 
excuses for not accepting It, 
and to Cavii againstit. these ex- 


cuses are extremely frivolous in 
their nature, and sure indica- 
tions of the temper from which 
they spring. 

When sinners are pressed 
with the commands of the Gos- 
pel, the Divine authority of 
which they do not deny, instead 
of obeying these infinitely rea- 
sonable commands, they endeav- 
or to conceal their natural aver- 
sion to holiness under the thin 
veil of such excuses as the fol- 
lowing 

Some object to strict repre- 
sentations of the Divine law and 
of the exposedness of men to 
perdition, that, according to such 
ascheme, few will be saved. This 
they often do without denying 
the strictness of the represen- 
tations referred to. But, pray 
what excuse can the question, 
with respect to the number of 
those who are saved, afford to 
him who knows and confesses 
that it is Azs duty to repent and 
believe? If few are saved, it is 
certainly incumbent on each one 
to give all diligence to make his 
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calling and election sure; if many, 
it is evident that those will not 
be saved, who continue in im- 
penitence till death. 

Others have discovered some 
defect in the Christian character 
of professors of religion within 
the circle of their acquaintance. 
This they boldly allege as a rea- 
son why they continue careless 
and stupid in sin. They seem 
to think, that the eyes of the 
Almighty are diverted from 
them, while others can be found 
in as bed or worse a situation; 
and that, as long as there are 
hypocrites in the world, other 
classes of sinners have little or 
nothing io fear. If to these 
things can be added a personal 
affront or injury received froma 
professor of strict religion, an 
impregnable battery seems to 
be erected against the artillery 
of Divine truth. 

It seems to be a pretty general 
trait in the character of sinners, 
that they delight in detecting and 
exposing the faults of good men: 
and they do this evidently for 
the sake of excusing themselves. 
But how absurd is it to imagine 
that the transgressions of one 
man can be palliated by those of 
another. 

It is not uncommon to find 
persons diverting their attention 
from themselves, by useless in- 
quiries, or violent cavils, with 
respect to the state of those who 
die in infancy, and of the heathen. 
Instead of inquiring earnestly 
what they shall do to be saved, 
they arrogantly set about deter- 
mining in what manner, and to 
what subjects the Divine mercy 
shall be dispensed. 

The ineflicacy of the means of 
grace, even in those countries 
which most perfectly enjoy these 
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means, is truly astonishing, and 
can be accounted for only by the 
great depravity of mankind. Not- 
withstanding the means-of grace 
are wonderiully adapted to awak- 
en sinners to a just view of their 
condition, and to bring them 
home to God, yet so obdurate is 
the natural heart, that no means, 
unaccompanied by the operation 
of the Spirit, are sufficient to 
overcome it. Conscience may 
be alarmed, and reason convinc- 
ed; but the man is not renewed, 
unless God interpose in special 
mercy. Multitudes hear the truth 
from their childhood, and believe 
it to 6e the truth,and yet remain 
in the same stupid, and danger- 
ous state. 

Thus have I endeavored to 
enumerate some of the principal 
indications of the wickedness of 
the human heart, as exhibited by 
history, observation, and expe- 
rience. These indications for- 
cibly corroborate the scriptural 
account on this most important 
subject. Whoever attentively 
looks around him cannot but see, 
that man is ina state of awful 
ruin, and exposed to tremendous 
evils. While the mere philoso- 
pher must stand amazed, and 
see all his theories of human im- 
provement refuted, one after 
another, the devout Christian 
will pray, that the almighty pow- 
er of God may be speedily ex- 
erted in changing the hearts of 
mankind, and thus producing a 
thorough and universal renova- 
tion. ¥ s&s 


A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN 
TO A BROTHER IN THE MINIS-=- 
TRY, WHO HAD MET WITH 


GREAT OPPOSITION IN THRE 
DISCHARGE OF HIS DUTY. 


Sept. 21, 1811, 
Reverend and dear Sir, 


Wuen I received your very 
friendly and instructive letter of 
Aug. 26, I was in hopes of being 
able to make you a visit before 
this time; but have not found it 
compatible with my avocations 
and duties, though I have wish- 
ed to see you very much. You 
have not, however, been forgot- 
ten at the throne of grace. 

We must conclude that our 
Lord orders all things wisely, 
however disagreeable to us our 
present trials may be. We have 
proud, self-conceited, ignorant 
hearts. And we know little 
about them, till we meet with 
crosses, heavy crosses, that we 
are obliged to take up and bear; 
perhaps in a rough road, in the 
night, and among enemies, who 
wish to ensnare our feet, that 
they may triumph in our fall. 
How unwilling are we naturally 
to be ill-treated by our fellow 
men,to have our interest wrest- 
ed from us, or unjustly withheld; 
to have our characters impeach- 
ed, our names scandalized, and 
our persons insulted. How 
contrary to our selfish minds 
to be called ignorant, unwise, im- 
prudent, and froward. How does 
our indignation rise against cru- 
el, abusive enemies. How diffi- 
cult to a hard heart to love our 
cnemiles, to bless them that curse 
us, to do good to them that hate 
us, and to pray, with earnest gocd 
will, for them who depitefully 
use us, and persecute us. What 
a difference between our hearts, 
naturally, and the heart of Jesus; 
yea, how great a difference be- 
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tween the general temper and 
thoughts of those, who, as we 
hope, have some grace, and the 
temper of the meek and lowly 
Lamb of God. 

What a mercy it is that Jesus 
tries his people Itis as need- 
ful that they should be tried with 
fiery trials, as that gold should 
pass through the fire, again and 
again, to be purified. By the 
way, have you read the account 
of Mr. Edwards’s trials lately? 
He passed through difficulties 
somewhat similar to your own. 

What a blessed thing it 1s, 
that God has promised that 
every thing shall work together 
for good to those who love God, 
to them who are called according 
to his purpose. I wish to en- 
courage your heart, my dear Sir, 
for I have such hope concerning 
you. Keep the word of Christ’s 
patience, and he will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation. 

What shall I say more? What 
more need be said,when Jesus has 
declared to his little, scattered, 
hunted, oppressed ilock, Because 
I live, ye shall live also. And 
will He take care of his little 
flock, and leave his under shep- 
herds to perish? I am often 
thinking of worldly happiness. 
But this comes to mind: What! 
You complain for lack of worldly 
accommodations, when the Son 
of God had not where to lay his 
head. What! the servant ex- 
pect to fare better than his mas- 
ter. Surely he does not de- 
serve it. Seekest thou great 
things for thyself? Seek them not. 
What will the possessions of 
earth do for a dying man? What 
will the applause of mortals be 


worth at the dread tribunal of 
Jehoyah? 


Then I think of the blessed 
patriarchs and prophets. How 
much they labored and suffered. 
How awful and glorious the 
death of Abel. He fell a martyr 
to godliness, and ascended to the 
first seat of the redeemed. How 
laborious, tedious, and trying was 
the situation of Noah. Though 
a pfrreacher of righteousness, he 
was obliged to leave off preach- 
ing to a multitude, to hold 
meetings with only seven souls 
besides himself. Probably he 
had some blessed little meet- 
ings, night and day, while he was 
shut up more than a year with 
the church of God. It was far 
better to be with the little family 
of God, than to be with the mul- 
utude out of the ark of safety. 

How righteous Lot lost his 
fine accommodations and wealth 
in Sodom; yea, many of those 
who were once his own dear 
family. When he went out and 
warned them, they treated him 
asamocker. How must he have 
felt, when his poor children were 
about to be overwhelmed with 
eternal fire; and when his wife 
looked back and was made a 
monument of the Divine dis- 
pleasure. How did he plead for 
little Zoar, that his soul might 
live among some of his old ac- 
quaintance. But he must escape 
to the desolate mountain. Now 
what could support his heart but 
his God and his religion? 

How did godly Elijah learn to 
live by faith, when God fed him 
by ravens, and by the poor wid- 
ow. How should we, dear bro- 
ther, like to live so dependently 
upon God? Behold the prophet 
in the mount, jealous for his 
God, and distressed for his cause. 
How poor in this werld; how 
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rich in faith! Surely he was 
poor when he left the world, for 
he had only his mantle to leave 
behind. Yet he was rich, as- 
cending in a fiery chariot of state 
to the celestial city. How des- 
titute, afflicted, tormented, were 
God’s dearest friends of whom 
the world was not worthy. Be- 
hold them clad in sheepskins, 
and goatskins; wandering in 
dens and caves of the earth. Ah, 
this world was not their home; 
they were pilgrims on the earth. 
Thev sought a better country, 
that is an heavenly. How, did 
the blessed aposties labor and 
suffer in cold, hunger, and nak- 
edness; spending their time, 
property, health, and lives to 
honor Christ, and to promote his 
cause. O, what Idle, hearticss, 
cowardly creatures are we. But 
the Lord may call us into the 
field of battle; and then he can 
give us the whole armor, and 
cause us to endure hardness as 
good soldiers of Christ. Me- 
thinks, dear brother, you have 
enlisted; and your Captain calls 
you forth with him, to go out of 
the camp bearing his reproach. 
Be strong, and of good courage, 
and play the man for the cause 
of truth and righteousness; and 
the Lord will make you more 
than a conqueror. 

Yours affectionately, in’ the 


bonds of the glorious Gospel. 
eER NEN 





FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The following piece would have been 
placed more properly under the 
head of ALisceclanvous Articics; but 
was not at hand in season. 


Tot the E. itor of the Punop ist. 


I perceive Sir, from the in- 
contained In your 


jor mat ion 





work, and in other publications, 
that money is wanted to send 
Missionaries among the heathen. 
And I find no evidence, that 
large contributions to this object 
are as yet made, or that there 
is much zeal awakened on the 
subject. Tobserve, too, that there 
is much wealth in the country, as 
is incontestably proved by che 
general style of living, as well 
as by the fact, that our country- 
men are able to patronize every 
public object with which they are 
highly pleased. 

What, then, is the reason that 
Foreign Missions are not patron- 
ized? This question I will en- 
gace to answer, if you will suffer 
me to take it for granted, that 
the public patronize objects ac- 
cording totheir reai importance. 
Aad, surely, in this enlightened 
country and this liberal age, you 
will not be so uncharitable as to 
deny this position. The reason, 
then, why Foreign Missions are 
not patronized, is, that the object 
is comparatively unimportant. 

If I understand any thing of 
the matter, the objects proposed 
to be gained by the establish- 
ment of Foreign Missions are 
only suchas the following: The 
instruction of the heathen in the 
doctrines and duties of Chris- 
anity; their deliverance from the 
power of a debasing idolatry; 
the suppression of various kinds 
of crueltv, such as the burning 
of widows, and the drowning of 
infants; the discountenancing 
of idleness and vice and the pro- 
motion of industry and a cours¢ 
of active virtue; the institution 
of Christian schools; the trans- 
lation of the Bible into Janguages 
spoken by millions of men; and 
the conversion ef many souls. 
Now all these are very goot 
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things; but the question is, 4re 
they sufficiently important? I 
suppose the American Board of 
Commissioners want ten thou- 
gand dollars at the present mo- 
ment; and in order to obtain this 
sum they must make out a clear 
ease; they must prefer a strong 
claim. 

Let us look at another object, 
which obtains a liberal allow- 
ance of money in every civilized 
country. I mean the theatre. 
Should any of your readers be 
so puritanical as not to allow the 
theatre to be an important and 
laudable institution, I intreat 
them to consider, that this spe- 
cies of amusement enables mul- 
titudes to spend those winter 
evenings pleasantly, which would 
otherwise hang heavy on their 
hands; that it improves the taste 
and elevates the imagination by 
the recitation of some of the sub- 
limest passages in our best Eng- 
lish poets; that it teaches the 
knowledge of human nature; that 
it furnishes a school of graceful 
and accomplished speakers; that 
it brings fashionable people to- 
gether; and that it furnishes 
topics of conversation to many, 
who might otherwise have little 
ornothing to-say. Are not these 
very important things? Accord- 
ingly we find that great expense 
is incurred for the sake of pos- 
sessing them. Froman estimate 
which I made long ago, it appear- 


ed,that probably not less than for- 
ty thousand dollars were received 
at the doors of the Boston theatre 
during the last season. The ex- 
pense of dress, time, late suppers; 
coach-hire, &c. &c. occasioned by: 
the theatre, could not be less than 
forty thousand more. As the 
theatre is in a languishing state 
this winter, the receipts will 
probably be less. But there can 
be little doubt, that money 
enough will be spent at the 
Boston theatre this very season. 
to support sixty Missionaries. 
with their families a year in the 
heart of the Birman empire. 
Beta. 


The following lines were contained in 
a letter with the Salem post-mark, 
addressed to the Editor of the Pan- 


oplist, and inclosing a ten-dollar 
bill, =» 


SIR, 


To evince that the hint, suggest- 
ed by asubscriber to the Pano- 
plist, in the number for Novem- 
ber, respecting the setting apart 
of a certain sum from our annual 
income for Missionary purposes, 
was not thrown away upon all 
your readers, I also have enclos- 
ed ten dollars, which 1 wish to 
have applied to the support of 


Foreign Missions. 
EHR 


SELECTIONS. 


EXTRACT FROM JAY’S LIFE OF WINTER, pp. 299—303. 


“We are led to reflect”, says the 

biographer, “on the advantages 

of evangelical religion. It must 
Vor. IV. New Series. 


be allowed that the deceased dis- 
covered the spirit, and exemplifi- 
ed the life of a Christian in ne 


49 


313, 














; 








314 On the Tendency of Evangelical Doctrines. 


common degree. But it may be 
contended, that the character we 
have pourtrayed was independent 
of the principles which he had 
adopted; and that he was so ex- 
cellent, notwithstanding his sen- 
timents, rather than as the result 
of them. Such an insinuation 
can only arise from an unhappy 
indisposition to admit evidence 
in favor of what are called, the 
doctrines of grace! nor is there 
any plausible ground for the 
supposition. Every man that de- 
serves the name of a character, 
and in proportion to his excel- 
lence, lives not accidentally, but 
by rule: he moves not uncertain - 
ly, but is governed by some fix- 
ed views and motives: he does 
not leave the vessel] to the cur- 
rent, or the wind; he has a port 
in view, a rudder, a compass. 
Hence you know such a person; 
you can rely upon him; you can 
determine previously the course 
he will take in such an occur- 
rence of circumstances. It is 
otherwise with aman who has 
no principles. He is the crea- 
ture of whims, and of events. 
You have no hold of him; nor 
can he rely upon himself. 

No person could exhibit more 
consistency than was to be found 
in the character of Mr. Winter. 
There was the most exact con- 
formity between his actions and 
his sentiments; and from the 
seed sown, you knew the grain 
that was to spring up. The 
doctrines he professed, he most 
firmly believed. He originally 
embraced religion in the form of 
them; he habitually viewed it 
through no other medium. 
These doctrines with hin were 
not distant and occasional specu- 
lations; they were brought into 
daily use; they mingled with all 
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his devotional exercises. He 
was concerned to advance in the 
life of godliness; he knew what 
it was that most favorably im- 
pressed him; he was incapable 
of avowing influences which he 
never felt, and advantages which 
he never enjoyed; but such, liy- 
ing and dying, were his ac- 
knowledgments in honor of the 
sentiments which he had em- 
braced and examined. He was 
alive to the welfare of others; his 
design was not to make them 
proselytes to a party, but real, 
and practical, and useful Chris- 
tians; and had he not been per- 
suaded that the adoption of these 
religious views would have the 
most salutary influence, he would 
not in public, and in private, and 
in his correspondence, have re- 
commended them. It will be 
observed for what purpose I here 
mentioned these things; it is 
only to prove that these doctrines 
were in him not opinions, but 
principles. For if principles are 
operative causes, if they. are 
grounds of action, if they are 
leading motives, his religious 
sentiments were principles of 
his character; they were at.once 
the springs of his consolation, 
and of his conduct too. 

But it this be allowed, surely 
it follows that they are not de- 
serving of the treatment they 
have so often encountered. They 
have indeed frequently been 
reprobated, as of the most 
pernicious tendency with regard 
to ourselves, our feliow-crea- 
tures, and above all, God himself. 
But I here see a man under 
their governance; with regard 
to God, full of love and of cen- 
fidence, always concerned to 
please him, and always re joic- 
ing in him; thankful for his fa- 
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yors, and resigned to his correc- 
tions: with regard to ofhers, uni- 
versally benevolent as to their 
welfare, full of pardon as to their 
faults, and of pity as to their 
miseries; pleading their cause, 
and relieving their wants: with 
regard to himself, neither in- 
clined to licentiousness, nor self- 
conceit; nor trusting in his own 
righteousness, nor despising 
others; as watchfulas prayerful: 
abhorring merit, but delighting 
in obedience; delivered from the 
tyranny of unhallowed appetites 
and passions; exercising self-de- 
nial; possessing peace of con- 
science; relishing with modera- 
tion the enjoyments of life, but 
willing to leave them, viewing 
death with solemnity, yet raised 
above the fear of it. 

If persons will not trace by 
reasoning the connexion there is 
between these principles and 
this practice, they may appeal to 
fact, and learn that these truths 
have had the best influence over 
the heart and life. The con- 
clusion is obvious. “Do men 
gather grapes from thorns, or 
figs from thistles?” It is natur- 
al to suppose that Divine truth 
will have a powerfal influence 
over those who truly embrace it: 
we know that the Gospel is a 
doctrine according to godliness: 
we are sure that when it was 
originally delivered, it awakened 
in men a supreme concern for 
the salvation of the soul, induced 
them to forsake the present evil 
world, and filledthem with zeal 
to be useful to others; it turned 
them from dumb idols, to serve 
the living God, and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, even Je- 
sus, who delivered us from the 
wrath to come; to worship God 
*n the spirit, and rejoice in 


Christ Jesus, and have no con- 
fidence in the flesh: to account 
all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the Redeemer’s knowl- 
edge, and constrained by his 
love, to live, not unto themselves, 
but to him that died for them 
and rose again. This is a very 
brief and imperfect relation of 
the effects of evangelical doc- 
trine upon those who heard the 
Gospel at first. But it is sufficient 
for our purpose. It may be well 
to ask what kind of preaching, 
in our day, produces the same 
kind of living? Wherever it is 
found, it has the signature of 
Deity upon it: and nothing but 
ignorance snd inattention can 
deny the importance of it. 


GOOD WORKS. 


IT is a matter of admiration te 
me how any one, that pretends 
to the use of reason, can imagine 
that he should be accepted be- 
fore God for what comes from 
himself! For, how is it possible 
that I should be justified by good 
works, when I can do no good 
works at all before I be first 
justified? My works cannot be 
accepted as good, until my per- 
son be so; nor can my person be 
accepted by God, until first en- 
grafted into Christ. 

Bishop: BEVERIDGE. 


ON EVANGELICAL PREACHING, 


However the case may be, 
therefore, with the few who are 
gifted with powerful and sensi- 
tive minds, with habits of moral 
sensibility and reflection, it will 
be found, we believe, that men, 
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in general, require a principle of 
easier and of stronger obligation, 
than any which mere natural sci- 
ence can possibly furnish. The 
Gospel has supplied this princi- 
ple; and the mighty effect which 
itis calculated to produce on the 
human heart, may be clearly dis- 
tinguished even in the grossest 
delusions of enthusiasm. The 
effect is evidently powerful; 
though unfortunately, it is not al- 
ways moral. So far as it is not 
moral, it is evil. But the evils 
of enthusiasm are not to be ob- 
viated by neglecting the peculiar- 
ties of the Gospel system. On 
the contrary, they may all be cor- 
rected by placing these peculi- 
arities in a true and strong light, 
and by connecting them, as they 
are naturally connected, with a 
pure and progressive virtue. 
The sublimest truths, and the 
profoundest mysteries of reli- 
gion, are as level, perhaps, to the 
capacities of the meanest, as of 
the highest human intellect. B 
neither are they to be fully 
fathomed. By both they may “dl 
easily believed, on the sure tes- 
timony of Divine revelation. 
As simple and important facts, 
then, which connect time with 
eternity, and heaven with earth, 
they belong equally to men of 
every order; and are directly 
calculated to produce those emo- 
tions of awe and reverence, of 
faith and hope, and reliance on 
the Divine presence, provi- 
cence, justice, and benevolence, 
of which the consequences must 
be in the highest degree moral. 
To cursory readers, whose ob- 
ject is amusement, to half form- 
ed diyines, and to men but par- 
tially acquainted with human 
pature, we are persuaded that a 


On Evangelical Preaching. 
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moral essay will be more agree. 
able than a Gospel sermon; yet 
in the true, and perhaps effective 
sense of the word, it can never 
be considered as more frractical; 
unless we are disposed to be- 
lieve, that the deep and lofty 
feelings to which we have just 
alluded, are less likely to pro- 
duce a permanent effect on our 
practice, than the slight and 
sometimes arbitrary associations 
of mere natural fitness and social 
propriety. The preacher, there- 
fore, who neglects the peculiar- 
ities of the Gospel, neglects the 
most profound and the most co- 
pious; the most important and 
the most interesting; the most 
impressive and the most moral 
part of his profession; and, 
above all, he affords an advan- 
tage to the delusions of enthusi- 
asts, of which an opposite system 
would effectually deprive them. 
Enthusiasm, in the sense here 
used, is not a natural product of 
the Gospel, but an accidental 
perversion of its tendencies; the 
origin of which is to be traced, 
in every age, to the neglect of 
the Gospel as a peculiar system, 
and to the confounding of its au- 
thoritative sanctions with the 
more indefinite obligations of 
natural morality. Look at the 
early ages of Christianity, when 
its peculiarities were first com- 
municated, and largely insisted 
on as the essential parts of the, 
system, in every sermon. The 
effect was powerful, and it was 
moral beyond all example, pro- 
ducing the utmost efforts of he- 
roic and disinterested virtue, 
with very few, and comparative- 
ly feeble, examples of that 
wretched enthusiasm, or inter- 
ested hypocrisy, which combines 
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the profession of the most im- 
portant truths with the practice 
of the most contemptible and 
sordid vices. din. Review. 


A highly respected correspondent 
requested us many months ago, to re- 
publish the account of the Retival of 
Religion in Boston, which took place 
in the former part of the last cen- 
tury. The only reason why this re- 
quest has not been sooner complied 
with was the difficulty of obtaining 
a copy of the Christian History. 

Ed. Pan. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BOS- 
ron. Published in the Chris- 
tian History, 1745. 


Ir is I hope for the glory of God 
and the public good, that I have 
drawn up the following narra- 
tive of the late Revival of Relig- 
ion here, according to the best 
of my remembrance. 

And that the grace and power 
of God may appear the more il- 
lustrious, it seems fit to give a 
brief and previous History of the 
general state of Religion here, 
even from my returning hither 
in 1717, after above eight years 
travelling abroad, to the time of 
this revival at the end of 1740. 

On my said return, there were 
five congregational Churches 
settled with Pastors in this town; 
though now they are increased to 
five more. The Pastors were 
Dr. Increase and Cotton Mather 
ofthe North Church; Mr. Wads- 
worth with Mr. Foxcroft chosen 
his colleague of the old Church; 
Mr. Colman and Cooper of the 
church in Brattle-Street; Mr. 
Sewall of the South Church; and 
Mr. Webb of the new North: 
All most happily agreeing in 


the doctrines of grace, as laid 
down in the shorter and larger 
Catechisms and confession of 
faith, drawn out of Scripture by 
the venerable assembly of di- 
vines at Westminster, as well 
as the confession of faith agreed 
to by our New England synods, 
and almost the same with the 
other. And this town and coun- 
try were in great tranquillity 
both civil and religious. But 
though there were many bright 
examples of piety in every seat 
and order; yet there was a gen- 
eral complaint among the pious 
and elderly persons, of the great 
decay of godliness in the lives 
and conversations of people both 
in the town and land from what 
they had seen in the days of their 
fathers. There was scarce a 
prayer made in public by the el- 
der ministers without some heavy 
lamentation of this decay: In 
their sermons also they frequent- 
ly mourned it: And the younger 
ministers commonly followed 
their exampie therein. ; 

Soon after my arrival I was 
called to preach to the South 
Church: And in 1718, ordained 
their co-pastor with my dear 
classmate the Rev. Mr. Sewall, 
who had been ordained to that 
office about five years before. 

In the Spring of 1721, the 
eight ministers who carried on 
the public lecture, taking into 
consideration the lamentable de- 
fect of piety among our young 
people, agreed to preach a course 
of sermons at the lecture to 
them. The audiences were con- 
siderably crowded: and while 
the word of God was loudly 
sounding, he lifted up his awful 
rod, by sending the Small Pox 
into the town, which began to 
spread to our general consterna- 
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tion: scarce a quarter of the peo- 
ple being thought to have had it; 
and none of the numerous youth 
under eighteen years of age, it be- 
ing sO many years since that fatal 
pestilence had prevailed among 
us. The sermons were quickly 
printed, with another added by 
the venerable Dr. Increase Math- 
er, for further benefit. Manv of 
the younger people especially 
were then greatly awakened: 
And many hundreds of them 
quickly after swept into eternity. 

In the spring of 1722, the dis- 
temper left us: but so little re- 
formed were the surviving youth, 
that at the end of the summer 
the pastors agreed to move their 
churches to keep in each suc- 
cessively a day of prayer and 
fasting to ask of God the effusion 
of his Holy Spirit particularly 
on the rising generation. And 

the churches readily received 
the motion. 

But though a solemnity ap- 
peared on many, yet it pleased 
the holy God to humble us and 
sparingly to give the blessing. 

And though in the spring of 
1726, in an awakening view of 
the deplorable decay of family 
religion, as a principal source 
of all other decays, the pastors 
went into a course of public lec- 
tures on that important subject; 
yet they had the further sorrow 
to see those lectures too thinly 
attended to expect much benefit 
from them.* 


*The several subjects were these. 

Dr. C. Mather, Job. viii, 6, on house- 
hold piety in general. 

Mr. Coiman, 2 Sam. vi, 20. on family 
worship. 

Mr. Thacher, Gen. xviii, 19, on fam- 
ily instruction. 

Mr. Sewall, 1 Sam, iii, 13, on family 
sovernment, " 


But after all our endeavors, 
both our security and degenera- 
cy seemed in general to grow, 
till the night after the Lord’s 
Day, Oct. 29, 1727; when the 
glorious God arose and fearfully 
shook the earth through all these 
countries. By terrible things 
in righteousness he began to an- 
swer us, as the God of our salva- 
tion. 

On the next morning a very 
full assembly met at the North 
Church for the proper exercises 
on so extraordinary an occasion. 
At five in the evening a crowded 
concourse assembled at the old 
Church: and multitudes unable 
to get in, immediately flowed 
to the South, and in a few min- 
utes filled that also. At Lieu- 
tenant Governor Dummer’s mo- 
tion, who was then our Com- 
mander in Chief, the Thursday 
of the same week was kept as a 
day of extraordinary fasting and 
prayer in all the churches in Bos- 
ton; not merely to intreat tor 
sparing mercy; but also to im- 
plore the grace and Spirit of God 
to come down and help us toa 
sincere repentance and returning 
to him. Andas the houses of 


Mr. Prince, Ley. xxiii, 3, on family 
Sabbatizing. 

Mr. Webb, Psalm ci, 2, on family ex- 
ample. 

Mr. Cooper, Ezek. xvi, 20, on im- 
proving the Covenant relating to 
children. 

Mr. Foxcroft, Col. iii, 18, 19, on con- 
jugal duties. 

Mr. Checkley, Col. iii, 20, 22—24, on 
the duties of children and servants. 

Mr. Waldron, Prov. xiv, 11, the 
charactcr and doom of wicked hou- 
SESe 

Mr. Gee, Ecci. vii, 14, family provi- 
dences, especially afflictive, im- 
proved. 
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public worship were greatly 
crowded, the people were very 
attentive. 

The ministers endeavored to 
set in with this extraordinary and 
awakening work of God in na- 
ture, and to preach his word in 
the most awakening manner; 
to show the people the vast 
difference between conviction 
and conversion, between a forced 
reformation either in acts of pie- 
ty, justice, charity, or sobriety, 
by the mere power of fear, and 
a genuine change of the very 
frame and relish of the heart by 
the supernatural efficacy of the 
Holy Spirit; to lead them on to 
true conversion and unfeigned 
faith in Christ, and to guard them 
against deceiving themselves. 

In all our congregations, many 
seemed to be awakened and re- 
formed: and professing repen- 
tance of their sins and faith in 
Christ, entered into solemn cov- 
enant with God, and came into 
full communion, with our sever- 
al churches. In ours, within 
eight months after, were about 
eighty added to our communi- 
cants. But then comparatively 
few of these applied to me to dis- 
course about their souls till they 
came to offer themselves to the 
communion, or afterwards: The 
most of those who came to me 
seemed to have passed through 
their convictions before their 
coming to conyerse with me 
about approaching to the Lord’s 
table: though I doubt not but con- 
siderable numbers were at that 
ume savingly comverted. 

However the goodness of ma- 
hy seemed as the morning cloud 
and early dew which quickly 
passes away. A spiritual slum- 
ber seemed soon to seize the 
Senerality; even the wise as well 


as foolish virgins. And though 
in 1729, the Small Pox came in- 
to town and prevailed again; yet 
in a few months left us, both un- 
awakened, ungrateful, unreform- 
ed. The Holy Spirit awfully 
withheld his influence in con- 
vincing and converting sinners, 
and enlivening others. In three 
or four years we rather grew to 
a greater declension than ever: 
And so alarmed were the pastors 
of the town with the dismal view, 
that in the summer of 1734, they 
agreed to propose another course 
of days of prayer and fasting 
among our several congregations; 
To humble ourselves before God 
forour unfruitfulness under the 
means of grace, and to ask the 
effusion of his Spirit to revive 
the power of godliness among 
us: which our people readily 
complied with and observed. 

And though the sovereign 
God was pleased to give us now 
and then a sprinkling, for which 
his name be praised; yet the 
parching drought continued, and 
he made us wait for a larger ef- 
fusion. 

In this year the terrible Throat 
Distemper broke out and spread 
among the youth in the easterly 
parts of this country, and de- 
stroyed imultitudes. In some 
towns it cut off almost all the 
children. The next year it 
came into Boston, and began to 
destroy and strike us with a gen- 
eral awe: but gently treated us, 
and the next year left us; to meit 
our hearts into a grateful repen- 
tance. And yet we generally 
seemed to grow more stupid and 
hard than ever. 

About this time indeed, viz. 
1735, there was a most remarka- 
ble Revival of religion in the 
westerly parts of the country: 
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Not only at Northampton, but 
also in about twelve other con- 
gregations in the county of 
Hampshire,and in about fourteen 
others in the neighboring colony 
of Connecticut. And the solemn 
rumor of that surprising work 
of God resounding through the 
country, was a special means of 
exciting great thoughtfulness of 
heart in many irreligious people; 
and great joy in others, both in 
the view of what the mighty 
power and grace of God had 
wrought, and in the hopeful pros- 
pect that this blessed work begun 
wouid go on and spread through- 
out the land. Andas this ex- 
cited the extraordinary prayers 
of inany, so it seemed to prepare 


the way in divers places for that 
more extensive Revival of Re- 
ligion which in five years after 
followed. But in the mean 
while the general decay of piety 
seemed to increase among us in 
Boston. And for the congrega- 
tion I preach to; though for sev- 
eral years some few offered 
themse!ves to our communion, 
yet but few came to me in con- 
cern about their souls before. 
And so I perceive it was in others: 
And I remember some of the 
ministers were wont to express 
themselves as greatly discour- 
aged with the growing declen- 
sion both in principle and _prac- 
tice, especially among the rising 
generation. 
(To be Continued.) 


REVIEWS. 


XXV. Zerms of Christian Com- 
munion; with the solution of 
various questions and cases of 
conscience arising from this 
subject. By Isaac Warts, 
D. D. First American edition. 
Boston; Samuel T. Armstrong, 
1811. pp. 172. 18me. price 63 
cts. single; 6 dolls. a dozen. 


On many accounts the republica- 
tion of this work at the present 
time is peculiarly seasonable, and 
will, we trust, be productive of 
much good to the church of 
Christ. Probably no questions 
relating to the interests of relig- 
ion have, of late, been the sub- 
jects of more reflection and con- 
versation, than the grand ques- 
tions here discussed. And 
probably no period ever occur- 
red, in any part of the Christian 
world, when these discussions 
would be more likely to attract 


attention from men of all descrip- 
tions. Some persons in the con- 
inunity have, with increasing 
concern and grief, witnessed the 
gradual and spreading apostasy, 
which has appeared among Us, 
from the faith and discipline of 
the primitive churches of New 
Kngland. To such this publica- 
tion will be atreasure, as it will 
cast light on several subjects 
highly important in their appre- 
hension to the success of the 
Christian religion; as it will, by 
the Divine biessing, correct, e- 
large, and confirm their views 
on those subjects, regulate and 
harmonize their measures, 
strengthen their union, and rouse 
them to fervency in prayer 
In the Christian communltys 
there is another large and res- 
pectable class of persons, who: 
although they have a_ sincere 
respect for the piety and eccles 
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jastical order of the first settlers 
of New England, feel more or 
less doubt on the subject under 
consideration. To such men 
this book will be both acceptable 
and useful. It will lead them 
to an examination of those pre- 
vailing opinions and usages, by 
which they have been insensibly 
misguided, though not entirely 
carried away. It will afford in- 
struction on a subject, long en- 
veloped in darkness by being as- 
sociated with worldly views and 
calculations. It will disclose 
truths, which have been studi- 
ously concealed by the arts of er- 
roneous men. It will, finally, 
excite to the performance of 
duules, the neglect of which, 
more, perhaps, than any other 
cause, has obscured the lustre of 
the Church, and left her glory 
to be trodden in the dust by her 
enemies. Even to those, who 
differ most widely on this whole 
subject from the respectable au- 
thor before us, this work cannot 
be uninteresting. ‘Their depar- 
ture from the principles of our 
venerable ancestors we sincere- 
ly deplore; and with a view to 
their recovery, which, with our 
convictions, we ought to at- 
tempt, we recommend to them 
a serious perusal of this book. 
We recommend it to all, who 
entertain any regard for the cause 
of Christ, w hether lax, moderate, 
or strict. Ministers and Tract 
Societies, we hope, will give 
it an extensive circulation. 

None can imagine that the 
author was influenced by preju- 
dice for or against any party 
among us; as he wrote before eith- 
er we, or the disputes which di- 
vide us, existed. The prospect of 
ecod becomes still brighter, when 

Vou. LV. Mew Series. 


we remember the peculiar char- 
ter of Dr. Watts, and the place 
which he has always, and very 
justly, held in the public estima- 
tion. Moderate and charitable 
himself, he was a successful pro- 
moter of moderation and charity 
in others. As an author, he is 
respected by all parties, quo- 
ted by the liberal and the 
learned, loved and admired by 
the devout. His writings have 
restrained and softened the vio- 
Jent, guided the strong, and 
strengthened the weak, instruct- 
ed philosophers and children, and 
warmed the hearts of the saints. 
Such is the character of our au- 
thor. 

We hope we shall always be 
among the first to reprobate the 
temper of angry disputants, and 
to lament its injurious effects 
upon the cause of Christianity. 
Many contend for the truth with 
the spirit of error. This obvi- 
ously tends to shut up every 
avenue of conviction in the minds 
of opposers. And even they, 
who are predisposed to feel the 
force of the arguments of such 
disputants, will too generally de- 
rive a heterogeneous mixture of 
Christian truth and antichristian 
feelings. How has religious 
controversy been roughened and 
deformed, differences widened, 
old wounds made deeper and 
more incurable, and new ones 
produced, by enlisting the un- 
sanctified passions in the defence 
of the truth. Had the gigantic 
powers of the Warburtons, and 
the Horsleys, been sanctified by 
the meekness of Leighton; had 
their humility kept pace with 
their learning; what new joy 
would have been excited by so 
complete a triumph of the grace 
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of God! What new and _ invinci- 
ble proof would have been given 
of the divinity and excellence of 
the Gospel! We present Dr. 
Watts as a pattern for contro- 
versial writers. Inthe perform- 
ance before us, this trait in 
his character appears to great 
advantage. Let any man, deeply 
interested in the subject, under- 
take a discussion of the grand 
question on “the TERMS OF 
CuristTiAN COMMUNION,” a 
question, which from its very 
nature must be accompanied 
with considerable warmth -of 
feeling wherever it is agitated; 
let any man among us undertake 
a full discussion of this subject, 
and see ifhe does not find it dif- 
ficult to maintain so good a tem- 
per, as our author maintains -in 
this valuable work; such fair- 
ness of investigation; such mod- 
eration respecting minor differ- 
ences; such candor in construing 
the motives of others; such res- 
pect for the rights of conscience; 
and such amiable’ gentleness, 
even where the disagreement is 
apprehended to be fundamental. 

The following questions,which 
we wish the editor had put into 
a table of contents, form the sub- 
jects of this interesting work; 
viz. 


Qvesrt. 1. What ts Christian Com- 
munion? And what are the general 
and agreed Terms of it? 

2. Who are the proper Judges of 
the Credibil liiy of our Profession? 

3. What are the particular terms 
of Christian Communion? Or, what 
things are necessary to make the 
proiession of Christianity credible? 

4 What is a Church Covenant? 
And whether it be necessary to 
Christian Communion? 

5. Whena person is once joined 
to a particular church, whether he 


may never worship with other 
churches occasionally, cr change his 
fixed Commiutnion to another church? 

6. Whether fixed Communion 
with some particular church be a ne. 
cess iry duty: And whether any may 
be admitted to occasional Commun. 
ion, who are not fixed members of any 
church? 

7. What knowledge is necessary 
for Christian Communion? 

8 In what words and expressions 
must our faith be professed, in order 
to Communion? And in what manner 
must we proless it? 

9. Where the seclusion from Chris. 
tian Communion carries temporal 
inconveniences with it, hath a partic. 
ular Church the power to seclude a 
person merely for want of orthodoxy? 

10. Whether a profession to be- 
lieve the express Words of Scripture, 
without any explication, be an 
evidence of know'edge sufficient for 

Christian Communion? 

11. Whether all sorts of Protes. 
tants may join together as members 
of the same church? 

i2. Whether no Christians must 
jom in the same Communion, but 
those that are in all things of the 
same opinion? 


In the continuation of this Re- 
view, we propose to investigate, 
at full length, some of the par- 
ticular points which are touched 
upon in this book, and some oth- 
ers which are neawly allied to 


. them, and are peculiarly impor- 


tant at the present day. We 
would not be understood to in- 
vite controversy. We are averse 
to it. And yet we frankly ac- 
knowledge, that the cause of 
ouraversion is not the number 
or talents of those who may op- 
pose us, but the injury, which 
gcnerally results to the spirit of 
Christianity from a state of con- 
tention. But the time has come, 
when contention is unavoidable. 
To shun it would be a greater 
evil, than to engage in it. Lr- 
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ror has become so cunning and 
delusive, that it must be de- 
tected; so artfully mixed with 
truth, that it must be sifted; it 
assumes such vaunting airs, that 
it ought to be humbied and put 
to shame; andit is so active and 
powerful in mischief, that non- 
resistance might occasion injury 
to the kingdom of Christ. 
Against the disorganizing sys- 
tem of error, in all its approaches 
to the temple of God, we are re- 
solved to lift up the sword of the 
Spirit. In this defence of the 
sanctuary of religion, we hope 
to derive aid from the work now 
under review; and we shall cer- 
tainly endeavor to copy the fair 
example of the author. 

Of those gentlemen who have 
the honor of being called /iderai, 
we only request that they would 
attentively peruse this work, and 
other works on the same sub- 
ject, and that they would take 
care, as behoveth men of liberal 
minds, not to be too confident in 
their judgment, too triumphant 
in their language, nor too fierce 
in their opposition, while igno- 
rant of the arguments, on which 
our sentiments rest, or while 
those arguments stand, without 
a just and particular confutation. 
We ask no more than this, 
though justice might require 
more. We are sure that candor 
itself can neither give nor accept 
less. 

(To be continued. ) 


XXVI, A Sermon preached at 
the Parish Church of St. An- 
drew, by the Wardrobe, and 
St. Anne, Blackfriars, on Tues- 
day in Whitsun week, June 4, 
1811, before the Society for 
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Missions to Africa aud the 
East,instituted by Members of 
the Established Church, being 
their Eleventh Anniversary. 
By the Rev. MeEtvitre 
HioRNE, late Chahlain to the 
Colony of Sierra Leone. Se- 
cond American edition. Bos- 
ton; Samuel T. Armstrong. 


pp. 28. 


We have not room to give such 
an account of this sermon, as its 
excellence most unquestionably 
deserves; but we cannot let the 
present number of our work go 
forth, without recommending to 
the notice of our readers the so- 
lemn appeal of Mr. Horne to the 
hearts and consciences of men 
on the subject of Missions: an 
appeal which we cordially unite 
with the Reviewers in the Chris- 
tian Observer in pronouncing 
“very eloquent and animated;”’ 
and which cannot be generally 
perused, we should hope, with- 
out producing a considerable ef- 
fect. 

The text 1s Philip. iv, 18, Z 
can do all things, through Christ 
which strengiheneth me. 

Some of the preacher’s views 
with respect to Missions and 
Missionaries, we shall give in 
the following extracts: 


*‘Onthis subject, Brethren, we need 
not to be taught, but exhorted; not to 
be convinced, but persuaded. For 
I assume that we all know our duty, 
and have only to be prevailed upon to 
do it. Weknowthathe, who dwelt 
among us in the form of a servant, 
was born a king; and that, in con- 
templation of his sutierings, he solace 
ed his sorrows with this considera. 
tion, When I am lifted up, I will draw 
all mento me. In death, calm. and 
unaltered, his closing eye was light- 
ed up with the prespect of universal 
dominion: his expiring breath—Zt is 
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Jinished! was the signal of victory duty, wholly or in part, their number 
overt he god of this world,andofallits and stationin the church sectire them 
kingdoms. Uf iis goveritmen t, and o of in some degree, from observation and 
the increase of his kingdom, there shall reproach. Should their most zealous 
be no end; for he m: st ’re ‘gM, un til all endeavors be frustrated, they have no 
enemies be put under his feet.” pp. personal suffering, shame, or respon- 
4, 5. sibility. Ind:fierent spectators of 
those, who were jeopardizing their 

“How. Missions shall be conducted lives, they could not be. They would 
with most efleci, may well admit di- feela generous interest, an afiection- 


versity of opinion, but, of the duty of ate Sy mpathy, in the weil or woe of 
engaging in ‘hem, amon f ‘Christians, the soldiers of the cross; but, after 
I presume there can be but one. We ll, they would be spectators only, and 
found our undertaking, not on the Not combatants in the war. 

secret, but on the revesied will of “Yar different is the part of the 
God—to make his Son “* head of the clergy. They are called to advance 
heathen, We justify it, not by the with the standard in the van, and to 


fallibie deductions of led but by sustain the whole shock of battle. 
the explici’ command of Christ. Go, Every Christian principle is brought 
preach the Gospel to every creuture, to the severest test. Every affection 
4 ~ > . 

We are encouraged to prosecute it, Of the heart must be laid on the cross. 
by the example of the Universal If they will co their duty, the son, 
Church, which in no century of the the husband, the father, the friend, 
Christian eva, and under no discou- the man, perhaps, even the minister 
ragements, hath ever been prevailed Must be sacrificed. The Missionary 

. . . . . . ’ 
Lord, or wholly to desist Soin pro- bition, or fame, principles, which 
pagating his saving faith. Gratitude work miracles in the world. It 1s 
ae impels, humanity implores, justice Ot a temporary, but an everlasting 
Ms es at commands, honor invites, and con- adieu, which he must bid to his na- 
ap science approves the war. Whatso- tive soil, and all the fond charities 
ie ever things are lovely and of good ree Which it contains: it is not a few pro- 





a} 

: port; if there be any wartue, and if there tracted campaigns of danger, toil, or 
iM . be any praise, they all conspire to Privation, which he is to endure; it is 
| ay warm our hearts, and to Strengthen vot even the glorious death of a mar- 
6s our hands.” p. 7. tyr, (though this may be his lot) which 


ea only he is to encounter. ‘To every 

“The most immediate and most principle of flesh and blood, he must 
distressing of all our discourage. die daily. His life is one martyrdom; 
ments, is, the want of Missionaries, @"4, with St. Paul, he must bear 
i was before bold to advance strong about, in his body, the dying of the 
censure on this point; and I dare not Lord Fesus. Every active and pas- 
retract it: but it is a justice which I sive virtue, the Hero and the Saint, 
owe to my honored brethren of the ™St be called into habitual exercise. 
Gospe! ministry, before I press the Universal temperance and self-denial; 
censure further, to observe, with res- fervent zeal, tempered with the meek- 
pect to Missions, Low differently they NESS of heavenly wisdom; restless ac- 
are circumstanced fromthe Jaity. fhe U¥ty, which thinks nothing done, 

art allotted to the laity lies in a While any thing remains undone, sup- 
small compass: it iseasy, aud revolts PoTted by invincible fortitude, ail 
none of the grand principles of human perfected by patient industry; and 


7 nature. Would each contribute his PeTseverance full of joyful hope; these 
: wealth, his prayers, his counsels, and g?aces combine to form the grand out- 


his influence, according to the ability Pe of the Christian Missionary. His 
which God giveth, Missions would «bors end only with his life; and that 
be nobly patronizeds and yet, no in- ™ay terminate, he knows not where 
dividual would feel their pressure. To? how, by land or sea, in the m: idst 
Should the laity shrink from their Of 8 ferocious multitude, or alone, ut 


eet ~ lee 
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sheltered, and without a friend to 
close his eyes.” pp. 11, 12. 


“Here, I fear, some will think I 
have forgetten my text, and the cause 
which Iam to plead; and that I have 
painted the qualifications and labors 
of the Missionary, in colors by no 
means alluring; and will ask, What 
motives can induce a sober man to 
engage in such a warfare, or what 
principles support him under it? And 
what motives influeuced thy incarna- 
tion, O Son of God; influenced thee 
to be @ servant, yea, & worm and no 
man, aman of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief? What principles sustain- 
ed thee, O jesus of Nazareth, in the 
garden of Gethsemane, and on the ac- 
cursed tree, when thou didet tread the 
wineprees alone, and of the people there 
was none with !thee? Those motives, 
those principles, shall influence and 
sustain thee, thou Missionary man of 
God. The love of Christ, which pass- 
eth knowledge, shall constrain thee. 

“he cross, the sacred cross, thy tree 

of life, thy hope, thy rejoicing, thy 
glory, shall Kindle up in thy soul all 
the mind of Christ, and sustain thee 
with all the power of God. Thou 
canst do, canst suffer, canst con- 
quer all things, through Christ which 
strengtheneth thee.” pp 12, 13. 


‘“‘And what, I beseech you, Breth- 
ren, is the Spirit of Missions, but the 
Spirit of Christianity operating in its 
divinest energies, and closely tread- 
ing in the steps of our Lord and of his 
Apostles? Be it then the peculiar con- 
cern of this Association to fan and 
spread this hallowed flame. From 
the pulpit and from the press, again 
and again, let the subject be brought 
before the Church and her M sisters, 
under every possible form. Call forth 
our ablest pens and warmes. hearts. 
Be the temperaments of men hot or 
cold; whether their heads or hearts 
must he assailed; only let them be 
Christian and they will be won’to our 
cause. For what honest mind can 
withstand the consolidated force of 
Scripture and reason, with which it 
may be urged? or what feeling heagt 
resist the bursts of sacred elocution 
which it inspires? We need only to be 
brought into contact with it, and we 
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must catch its spirit. Nothing 
CHRISTIAN can sustain so strong 
and bright a flame.” p. 17. 


Our readers will observe, that 
the case is very different in Eng- 
land from what it is here, in one 
most important respect. There 
the greatest discouragement is 
the want of Missionaries; here 
the only discouragement is the 
want of money. And it is remark- 
able, that the first thing which 
excited any attempts among 
us to enlist the public in the 
cause of Foreign Missions, was 
the offer of personal services by 
four young men, who had long 
applied their minds to the sub- 
ject; and who made the offer af- 
ter much deliberation and many 
prayers. These four have been 
since joined by three others; and 
it is a fact generally known, 
that several others are ready to 
offer themselves, whenever their 
services shall be needed. Four 
of these young men have been 
publicly designated, and assign- 
ed to a particular mission; they 
are, moreover, extremely anxi- 
ous to sail by the first ship which 
goes to India. Notwithstanding 
these facts have Deen public, to 
a considerable extent at least, the 
American churches have not yet 
furnished the pecuniary means. 
Well might Mr. Horne say of 
us, as he has said of the English 
Church, “the spirit of missions 
has, as yet, but half warmed the 
bosom of the Church.” We 
are sorry to say, that unless 
greater exertions are speedily 
made, than have yet been made, 
our young missionaries will be 
obliged to abandon their design, 
after having spent much time 
and money in the prosecution of 
it, or commit themselves to a 
Foreign Society, which has al- 
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ready very abundant and very 
pressing calls for all its own pe- 
cuniary resources. Within three 
months it is probable that one of 
these alternatives must be cho- 
sen, unless the generosity and 
beneficence of our countrymen 
prevent it. We earnestly in- 
treat each person, who has de- 
voted money to this object, to 
give it now. Let every Chris- 
tian examine the subject, if not 
already convinced of his duty; 
and let him use whatever influ- 
ence he has with his brethren, to 
promote one of the most impor- 
tant and sacred causes, in which 
he will probably ever have it in 
his power to engage. 

The author ably exposes the 
opinion, that men of mean talents 
are fittest for Missionaries. “The 
master builders of the Sanctu- 
ary,” says he, “must be no com- 
mon artists.” 

The sermon concludes with 
the following paragraphs: 


‘One word more, my brethren. 
Let nothing which I have said be con- 
strued as tending to insinuate that 
ALL ministers who decline a personal 
engagement in missions, are therefore 
indifferent to their success. God for- 
bid. Very Frew of us can be called 
to that service. Some of us certainly 
are; and, as it is impossible to say, 
who are the disobedient prophets, 
who resist the Holy Ghost, censures, 
particular in their application, must 
be conveyed in general terms. But 
certain I am, that many hoary vete- 
rans would gladly renew their youth, 
to reap the harvest of so rich a field. 
Many young soldiers are ardent to 
engage; bul modesty and inexperience 
withhold them. Not for themsclves, 
but for the ark of God, they fear: and, 
when their Pentecost shall fully come, 
they will go forth as Christ's joyful 
witnesses. Above all, let none, whose 
zeal shall engage them first to take 
the cross, fondly imagine, that THEY 
only dare to meet the alicn Foe. They 


may be assured that they will leave 
behind them many more pious than 
themselves; and whose faithful pray. 
ers, under the blessing of God, will 
be the surest pledges of their own 
success. If a righteous indignation, 
to see the armies of the Living God 
defied by the proud and sanguinary 
demons of the Gentiles, embolden 
them to advance to the perilous en- 
counter, let it be in the modest spirit 
of David, who trusted not in his sling 
and stone, but in that God whose sol- 
dier he was. In this spirit, they may 
well disregard the malice of envious 
brethren, who say, We know your 
pride, and the naughtiness of your 
hearts, For is there not an imperious 
cause, why striplings should seek to 
fight, when neither brave Jonathan 
draws the sword, nor warlike Abner 
lifts the spear? 

**Go forth, then, ye soldiers of the 
Cross; and may the God whom ye 
serve go forth with you, and teach 
your hands to war and your fingers to 
fight! Rejoice in your high and holy 
calling; and, in the grateful and hum- 
ble triumph of your souls, say, Unto 
us, who are less than the least of all 
saints, in this grace given, that we 
should preach among the Gentiles, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.” pp. 
27, 28. 


We quote another paragraph; 
and recommend what Mr. Horne 
says of the services of his own 
countrymen to the serious cone 
sideration, the consciences, and 
the national feelings, of our own 
countrymen. 


‘Still, this Society is undiscour- 
aged; and despairs neither of Mis- 
sions, nor of the co-operation of the 
clergy. They patiently wait the sale 
vation of God; and in the meanwhile, 
avail themselves of such instruments 
as he supplies. A small number of 
pious foreigners, Lutheran clergy, 
are now engaged in their missions, 
But, highly as we are obliged to 
them, highly as we respect them, 
and most cordially as we accept their 
godly services, my duty this day 
obliges to say, that the flower of 








1811. 


the Lutheran clergy cannot promote 
our cause like those of ourowrn estab- 
lishment. Their persons, characters, 
and connexions are necessarily un- 
known; and cannot excite that lively 
interest and emulation, with which 
we should view the labors of our own 
clergye Independently of the dis- 
graceful confession, that we have not 
piety to conduct our own mission}, 
should they be permitted once to flow 
in a foreign channel, we damp the 
spirit of missions, and destroy the 
vital sap that should feed them: for 
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the clergy will feel themselves dis- 
charged from the war, and, instead 
of our spirit and resources increasing 
with success and the demand for 
greater exertions, we shall soon re- 
lapse into our former apathy. Not 
only our honor, but our zeal and suc- 
cess, depend on our employing our 
own countrymen, AS MUCH AS WE 
can. The God of Truth will not 
impute to the English clergy, the 
services of pious foreigners. Our 
own work can be best done by our 
own hand.s” p. 22. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ABSTRACT CONTINUED. 


Tue Hibernian Bible Society expended 
about 11,000 dollars during the year 
which ended in January last. The 
Society dispersed 5,915 Bibles, and 
8,714 Testaments. The demand so 
far from abating is rapidly increasing; 
and the Scriptures are now exposed 
for sale in some of the most Popish 
parts of Ireland. 

Of the good which has been done 
by the Society, the committee state 
that they can entertain no doubt. 
They have too high an opinion of the 
word of God to suppose, that from 
14 to 15,U00 Bibles and Testaments 
could have been circulated during 
the last year, without considerable 
influence on the religion and morais 
of those who have purchased them. 
Nor are they without positive infor- 
mation on this sbuject. 

During the year two additional 
branches have been formed. The 
Society disperses Bibles principally 
by selling them at reduced prices. 

The committee trust, that Provi- 
dence will continue to bless the ex- 
ertions of this institution to dissemin- 
ace among their countrymen the law 
of the Lord, which converteth the soul, 
the statutes of the Lord which make 
mise the simple. 


_ The Society in Scotland for propagat- 
ing Christian Knowledge in the High- 
lands and Islands carries on its opera- 


tions chiefly by means of schoo/s plant- 
ed throughout the remote and unen- 
lightened districts of the North of 
Scotland; in which schools there are 
regularly and daily educated about 
sixtcen thousand children. Its effects 
have been manifest on the manners 
and the morality of the people, and 
the advantages attending it are so 
justly appreciated by the inhabitants, 
that their constant prayer is for an in- 
crease of iis influence. Those who 
support a Society by whom sixteen 
thousand souls are thus daily cared for, 
their minds opened, their morals im. 
proved, their habits of industry form- 
ed, their families gladdened, and 
their country benefited; may well re- 
joice in the thought, that they are in- 
strumental in a work of such phiilan- 
thropy, patriotism, and piety. 


A Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge and Church Union has been 
formed by the Bishop of St. David’s 
in his diocese. Jis main objects are, 
to institute a clerical seminary or 
college, to form a fund for exhibitions 
to divinity scholars, and to establish 
a college-library, by means of bene- 
factions for these specific purposes. 
Another object is, to raise a fund for 
the relief of superannuated curates, 
All the benefactions for these objects, 
to the clese of 1810, amount to 
$23.296; which is vested in the 
public funds, and the interest is ap- 
plied in the way of premiums, &c. 
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The college library has been en- 
larged by benefactions and bequests 
of books, as well as by donations of 
money. 


* 


1 Society for the support of Gaelic 
schools in the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland has been lately furmed at 
Edinburgh. The people in many 
parts of these regions remain in great 
ignorance, and but a small propor- 
tion of them can read in any lan- 
guage. The object of these schools 
is to teach the children to read in 
their native tongue. The elementary 
books shall consist of a spelling book 
in Gaelic, and the Gaelic psalm book, 
to be succeeded by the Scriptures of 
the Oid and New Testament in that 
language. 

The Rev. Griffith Jones, a clergy- 
man of the establishment in Wales, 
about A. D. 1730, made the first at. 
tempt of any importance, on an ex- 
tensive scale, to erect schools for the 
instruction of the poor people in their 
native language. After the decease 
of this very pious and laborious min- 
ister, in 1761, the schools were con- 
tinued on the same plan by a pious 
lady of fortune, an intimate friend of 
Mr. Jones,and a constant attendant on 
his ministry; her name was Mrs. 
Bevan. In her will, that lady who 
lived several years after Mr. Jones, 
left ten thousand pounds, the interest 
of which was to be apphed for ever 
towards perpetuating those schools. 
Her executrix, a neice of hers, dis- 
puted the validity of the will, so far 
as it applied to this money. It was 
thrown into Chancery where it con- 
tinued for thirty years before a decree 
was obtained. About two years ago 
a decree was obtained in favor of this 
charity; and the interest of the ten 
thousand pounds, with the accumu- 
lation of it by interest all the years it 
was in Chancery, is to be applied 
under certain specific regulations and 
restrictions to the support of cir- 
culating charity schools throughout 
the whole principality. There are 
now forty schools erected in differ- 
ent parts of the country, and the 
number is continually increasing. In 
the course of a few years after the 
demise of Mrs. Bevan, the country 
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gradually reverted into the same 
State of stupor and ignorance in 
which Mr. Jones found it, when he 
first thought of those institutions, 
Mr. Jones’s schools, increased before 
he died to the amazing number of 
two hundred and six. Let every per- 
gon who reads this account, consider 
how much good a single, laborious ser- 
vant of God may be the instrument of 
doting! 


The Liverpool Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed on the 25th of 
March last. ‘She Mayor cailed a 
meeting of the inhabitants at the 
Town-hall, in consequence of a re- 
quest signed by all the Clergy, and 
by many other respectable persons, 
The Mayor presided, and explained 
in general terms the object of the 
meeting. The Rev. S. Renshaw 
and the Rev. H. Roughsedge warm- 
ly recommended the object to the 
support of all present: and the three 
secretaries of the parent society, who 
attended, successively addressed the 
assembly with their accustomed abil- 
ity and effect. Earl Derby has ace 
cepted the Presidency, and the May- 
or and Rectors of Liverpool were ap- 
pointed Vice Presidents. A large 
sum was immediately subscribed. 


SEVENTH REPORT OF THE BRIT- 
ISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCI- 
Ty, 18il. 


Your Committee have now to report 
to the Members of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, their proceed- 
ings dur ing the seventh year of its in- 
stitution. Adopting the same course of 
arrangement which has been observ. 
ed in former Reports, as best calcu- 
lated to connect the transactions of 
successive years, your Committee, un- 
der the general head of Foreign Con- 
nexions, will first advert tothe infor- 
mation received from the continent of 
Europe. 

Under this head, they have the sat- 
isfaction to report the completion of 
the Polish Bible. ‘lhis event is an- 
nounced in a letter from the Bible 
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Society at Berlin, dated the 14th of 
last October. The notification is ac- 
companied with the warmest thanks 
of the Berlin Society tothe Parent 
Institution, for its very liberal contri- 
butions in aid of this sacred work, 
together with nine copies of the Pol- 
ish Scriptures, as the first fruits of 
the labors of that Society in the Pol- 
ish vineyard. The whole expense of 
printing 8000 Polish Bibles, and 4000 
extra copies of the New Testament, 
amounted about to 1500/ to which 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty contributed 9601.: and for this 
suin, the inhabitants of Poland have 
received a gift of inestimable value, 
which, in the present situation of af- 
fairs, they had no prospect of obtain- 
ing by any other means. 

The Report of last year stated the 
recommendation of your Committee 
to the Bible Society at Berlin, to 
form a Committee at’ Konigsberg, 
for the express purpose of printing a 
Bible in the Lithuanian language, and 
the promise*of assisting the execu- 
tion of that work, by a donation of 
3002. 

The recommendation was readily 
adopted; but the Konigsberg Com- 
mittee, in despair of obiaining from a 
country impoverished by war, the ad- 
ditional funds required for printing a 
Lithuanian Bible, hesitated to enter 
on the immediate commencement of 
an undertaking which they saw no 
prospect of being able to complete. 

Under these circumsiances, they 
addressed your Committee; stating 
at the same time, that among the 
Lithuanian peasants there were num- 
bers who earnestly sought the salva- 
tion of their souls. Vhey therefore 
pathetically implored the furthet as- 
sistance of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

An appeal of this nature cotld not 
be resisted. It was, therefore, de- 
termined to furnish the Konigsberg 
Committee with the further sum of 
200:. The letter informing them of 
this additional grant, arrived ai a 
most seasonable period, and deter- 
mined them immediately to proceed 
to Ure printing of 300u copies of the 
Tithuanian Bible. ‘The desire of ob- 
taining it is so great, that no less than 
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1300 copies have already been sub- 
scribed for. 

The correspondence of your Com- 
mittee with the German Bible Socie- 
ty, at Basle, during the last year, is 
restricted to a single letter, dated in 
October, 1810. After expressing the 
most grateful acknowledgments for 
the liberal assistance of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, it commu- 
nicates the following interesting in- 
telligence. 

That the subscriptions opened for 
the purpose of a gratuitous distribu- 
tion of Bibles and Testaments, not 
only continue, but increase; that 
hence the German Bible Society has 
been enabled to distribute, from yexr 
to year, many hundred. Bibles anc 
New Testaments; and that the 
French Bible, the printing of which 
was assisted by a grant of 300/. from 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty, is almost finished. 

Your Committee have accommodat- 
ed the German Bible Society with 
an additional donation of 200/. for 
the purpose of printing an Italian 
New Tesiament. This measure was 
adopted in consequence of a desire 
expressed by that Society to con- 
vert the sum of 200/. originally 
voted for the Old Testament in the 
Romanese dialect, to the . purpose 
of printing an Italian New Testament, 
as more immediately wanted. Your 
Committee, anxious to secure the 
accomplishment of the latter of these 
objects, without superseding the form- 
er, resolved to furnish the additional 
grant of 200/. as above described; 
and thus both works, it is hoped, 
will proceed without obstruction or 
delay. 

The Members of the Society will 
recollect the intimation expressed 
inthe second and third Annual Re- 
ports, of an intention to promote an 
edition of the Scriptures in the lane 
guages of Esthonia and Livonia, part 
of the Russian dominions. 

Your Committee most sincerely re- 
gret, that the execution of this design 
has been retarded by unavoidable im- 
pediments; as the state of the poor 
in those provinces, with respect to 
religious knowledge,and the means of 
acquiring it, seems truly deplorable. 
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Without detailing all the informa- 
tion which has been received on this 
subject, it willbe sufficient to state 
the following circumstances, on the 
authority of a correspondent and na- 
tive, well acquainted with the two 
provinces in question. 

The poverty of the lowerclasses is 
extreme; many of the peasants are 
ignorant even of the existence of the 
Bible; at all events, from its price 
and scarcity, it is unattainable by 
them; not one family in a hundred 
possesses a copy; and there are Four 
HUNDRED THOUSAND FAMILIES in 
Esthonia and Livonia absolutely with- 
out a Bible. It appears also, that, 
for the last forty years, almost every 
individual in Esthonia and Livonia 
has been taught to read; and that 
there are many respectable and be- 
nevolent persons, both among the 
clergy and laity, whoare anxious forthe 
religious improvement of their coun. 
trymen, and from whom an active co- 
operation may be expected. 

Under all these circumstances, 
your Committee have earnestly re- 
commended the formation, (if practi- 
cable,) of a Livonian Bible Society. 
And deeply feeling the pressing wants 
of so many thousand poor in those 
parts, they have determined immedi- 
ately to transmit the sum of €o0o0/. for 
the purpose of printing 10,000 lesta- 
ments inthe Lettonian and Esthon- 
jan dialects 

‘The liberal and well-timed assis- 
tance furnished to ‘tthe Evangelical 
Society” at Stockholm, for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to print the 
swedish Scriptureson standing types, 
has had the most beneficial influence 
all over the country, as will appear 
trom the printed Report of that Soci- 
ety, which has been recently received. 
This Report which contains highly 
interesting facts and observations, 
will be cc mmunicated in the Appen- 
dix. Suffice it, therefore, in this 
place to state, that the Stockholm 
Society proceeds with the greatest 
zeal and activity; that it has already 
printed three editions of the Swedish 
Testament, tothe amcunt of 10,600 
copies; that a fourth edition of the 
same is inthe press; that the print- 
ing of 5.000 copies of the whole Swed- 
ish Bible is considerably advanced, 


and that the demands for the Swed. 
ish Scriptures, from all quarters, are 
much greater than can be satisfied, 
and are daily increasing. 

Your Committee, in their last Re- 
port, stated, that they had availed 
themselves of the assistance of the 
Society above-mentioned, to print the 
New Testament in the language of 
Lapland; they have now the pleasure 
to announce the progress of this 
work, and the prospect of an early 
completion of it, From the informa. 
tion of their correspondent, it ap- 
pears, that halfof it was finished in 
November last; anda hope was en. 
tertained, that the whole would be 
finished in time to allow of copies 
being forwarded to Lapland in the 
course of the spring. 

The printing of the Icelandic Bi- 
ble, as noticed in the fourth Report, 
has been retarded by various unfore- 
secn impediments: your Committee, 
however, have reason to believe, that 
these impediments have been, ina 
great measure, removed and that 
this important work has either been 
actually commenced, or wili be very 
speedily undertaken. 

The printing of the Turkish Tes- 
tament at Karass, according to infor. 
mation, dated from Moscow, in Au- 
gust last, appears then to have ad- 
vanced as far as to the end of the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

Your Committee will next. solicit 
the attention of the Members of the 
Society to the extensive operations 
carrying on in India, with a view to 
the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; premising, that the infor- 
mation now detailed is derived from 
the half yearly Reports of the Cor- 
responding Committee in Calcutta, 
aud the letters annexed to them. 

It may be generally observed, that 
the various translations are all pro- 
ceeding with great spirit and ener- 
gy; and that the accuracy of these 
versions is considered by the Calcut- 
tu Committee, a point of the first im- 
portance; that a spirit of harmony 
prevails among the translators; and 
that, inthe course of a few years, 
there will be editions of the Serip- 
tures in various Oriental languages. 
Among these, the Tamul, Malay, 
Sanscrit, Bengalee, Qrissa, Scck, 
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Hindoostance, Mahratta, are already 
printed, or in the press. 

The Arabic, Persian, Telinga, Ma- 
layalim, Burman, Carnatica, and 
several other dialects, to be hereafter 
enumerated, together with the Chi- 
nese, are preparing; and the printing 
of some of them is begun. 

With a view toa general and harmo- 
nious co-operation in the translation 
and publication of the Holy Scriptures 
the Corresponding Committee at Cal- 
cutta have entered into a regular and 
encouraging intercourse with the sev- 
eral ministers and others engaged in 
this work, throughout the different 
stations in India. 

They have also adopted a measure, 
which appears exceedingly weil cal- 
culated to facilitate the great object 
of their labors, the establishment ofa 
BIBLIOTHECA BIBLICA, consist- 
ing of a Bible Repository, together 
with a Library for the use of transla- 
tors, under the auspices of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, and 
theirown immediate superintendance. 

The repository is intended to con- 
tain Bibles and Testaments for gen- 
eral accommodation, in all languages 
both European and Asiatic, to be dis- 
posed of by sale at moderate prices. 
The importance of such an institue 
tion as it respects not only India, but 
other parts of the world, may be es- 
timated by the consideration that the 
port of Calcutta is the annual resort of 
multitudes from all quarters, for the 
purposes of trade; of Armenian 
Greeks from the Archipelago; Ara- 
bians, Jews, .Turks, and Malays; 
“some of almost every nation under 
heaven.” To many of these, a copy 
of the Scriptures may prove an inval- 
uable treasure, and by these means 
copies may be introduced into their 
respective countries. 

The Library is to consist of the 
original Scriptures, Lexicons, Gram- 
mars, Works on Biblical Criticism, 
and, in general, all such books as 
tend to facilitate and perfect the la- 
bors of translators. 

Your Committee, impressed with 
adeep sense of the great utility of 
this Institution, in both its branches, 
have assisted its establishment, by 
procuring and consigning to the Cor- 
vesponding Committee at Calcutta, 


editions of the Scriptures in various 
languages, for sale, as well as a copi- 
ous supply of books for the sole use 
of the translators. The latter, 
(among which is a valuable copy of 
of Walton’s Polyglott, presented by 
Thomas Hammersley, Esq.) of 
course, are not to be sold, but to be 
considered as the exclusive property 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, and as merely lent for the pur- 
pose specified. 

The institution of the Bidliotheca 
Biblica has received very general en- 
couragement in India. Four thou- 
sand volumes of the Scriptures, or 
parts of them, have been collected in 
the following languages; English, 
Portuguese, Arabic, Persian, Hin- 
doostanee, Sanscrit, Mahratta, Oris- 
sa, Bengalee, and Chinese; and are 
now exposed to sale. A liberal sub- 
scription has been raised for that 
branch of it which is intended for 
the use of translators; and it has 
made a still more important acquisi- 
tion of useful and valuable books in 
presents from individuals, 

Your Committee have further the 
satisfaction to add that the plan of the 
Bibliotheca Biblica, as far as regards 
the circulation of the Scriptures, hav- 
ing been communicated to the several 
Chaplains under the Presidency of 
Fort William, in Bengal, has received 
their unanimous approbation, and a 
promise of cordial co-operation on 
their parts. It appears, also, that 
donations have been received from 
the different military stations, 

Of the Tamul Translation it may 
be observed, that it was executed 
and revised by the most able scholars, 
and is intitled to the highest praise 
for the correctness of its version, and 
the accuracy of its printing. The 
Telinga Translation is advanced to 
the end of the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians; and although your Com. 
miitee have to express their dee 
concern at the death of Mr. Des- 
granges, who inspected and revised 
the labors of Ananderayer, they have 
the satisfaction to add, that, previous 
to his death, he had procured two 
able assistants, by whom the work of 
revision will be continued. 

The Corresponding Committee in 
Calcutta, having learat, that, among 





POS EN A ee 











932 The Foreign Mission Society of Boston and Vicinity. Dc 


twelve thousand. native Protestant 
Christians, belonging to the Tanjore 
Mission, none, the native teachers 
excepted, possessed the Old Testa- 
ment, and not above one in two or 
three hundred the New, exerted 
themselves with zeal to supply the 
deficiency. They had the satisfac- 
tion to learn, that several copies of 
the Tamul Scriptures might be pro- 
cured from the Tranquebar and Ve- 
pery Missionaries; but, as the funds 
remaining in their possession were in- 
adequate to the purchase of them, 
an appeal was made to the public in 
Calcutta; and the members of the 
Society will participate the gratifica- 
tion of their Committee, in being in- 
formed, that a sum exceeding 10001. 
was raised by subscription, on ac- 
count of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, for the purpose of dis- 
tributing the Tamul Scriptures in 
Tanjore. 

The Corresponding Committee, 
in consequence, have been enxbled to 
purchase 500 Old and 400 New Tes- 
taments, together with 500 copies of 
the Psalms in the Tamul dialect, be- 
ing all that could be ebtained. They 
have also purchased 150 New and 200 
Old Testaments, in Portuguese, for 
the accommodation both of Portu- 
guese Protestants and Roman Cath- 
olic priests, and private Christians, 
many of whom are no longer averse 
to receive them. 

Your Committee cannot omit stat- 
ing, respecting the Tamul Scriptures, 
that the inquiries of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, concerning an 
edition of the Scriptures in that di- 
alect, first led tothe knowledge of 
this want. 

In connexion with this part of the 
subject, your Committee have fur- 
ther to add, that in consequence of a 
representation that a supply of the 
Tamul Scriptures could not be ob- 
tained in India, adequate to the de- 
mand for them, they have procured 
and despatched, on account of the 
Society, a printing press and a fount 
of Tamul types, with a cunsiderable 
supply of paper, for printing the Scrip. 
tures in that dialect. 


(To be continued ) 


THE FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 
OF BOSTON AND THE VICINITY, 


A society with the above designa. 
tion has been lately formed in Boston; 
and it is hoped that similar Societies 
will be formed in many large towns 
im the United States. The Pream. 
ble and the Constitution follow; 


In a day when the Christian world 
are waking up to the interests of 
Asia, to the case of five hundred mil. 
lions of people buried in ignorance 
and sin,—-in this eventful day when 
missionaries are already laboring with 
success onthe plains of India,—when 
the Scriptures are translating into the 
numerous and extensive languages 
of the East,— when the churches in 
England and Scotland are bringing 
alltheir energies into actiony—when 
some of our American youth have 
caught the same ardor, and are anx- 
ious to leave their country and kin- 
dred to raise the standard of the cross 
on the banks of the Ganges,—is it 
not time for all our churches to be 
awake? Young men are impatient to 
go forth, and, for several months, 
have been held back only for want of 
means. A Board of Commissioners 
is formed to superintend the mission. 
Our country promises to furnish men 
enough, warmed with missionary 
zeal. Monev only is wanting; and 
we are grieved to find that this want 
seriously threatens to defeat the whole 
design. The critical moment to de- 
cide whether America will support 
foreign missions, seems to have come. 

If there be any compassion for per- 
ishing millions,—if any gratitude ta 
Him who purchased us_ with His 
blood,—to Him who rescued our pa- 
gan ancestors from the worship of 
Thor and Woden, and made us the 
children of the covenant, will not nu- 
merous societies be formed, aided by 
every town and village, to support 
this great attempt? Cannot one grand, 
united effort be made? All the church- 
es in the United States,—all denom- 
inations are equally interested. The 
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only dispute is between Christianity 
and paganism,—bet ween God and an 
idol. Can the silver and gold, which 
belong to Christ, be withheld? Wiat- 
ever be the decision of others, it 1s our 
duty to act,—to act im earnest,—to 
act without delay. Under these im- 
pressions, 

We the Subscribers, desiroys of 
contributing to send the Gospel to the 
heathen, do hereby associate for this 
purpose, and give our consent to the 
following 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article 1. The nameof this Asso- 
ciation shall be THe Fore1cn Mis. 
sion Society OF BostoN AND 
THE VICINITY. 

2. The sole object of the Society 
shall be to raise money, and pay it 
over to the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. 

3. Every man who shall subscribe 
to this Constitut.on, and shall engage 
to pay to the Treasurer of this Socie- 
ty a certain sum annually, which sum 
shall not be less than one dollar, shall 
be a member of this Society. 

4. The Officers of the Society shall 
be a President, Vice President, Sec- 
retary, Treasurer, and Auditor, to 
be chosen by ballot at the annual 
meeting. 

5. The Society shall hold its annu- 
al meeting in Boston, on the first day 
of January in each year, unless said 
day shall fall on Saturday or the Sab- 
bath, in which cases the annual meet- 
ing shall be onthe following Monday. 

6. The annual payments shall be 
due on the first day of January in 
each year, beginning with the year 
1819. 

7. Those who become members of 
this Society at any time during the 
first half of the year, that is, between 
the first day of January and first day 
of July, shall make their first pay- 
ment at the time of subscribing, aad 
their second payment on the first day 
of the succeeding January; and those 
who become members at any time 
during the latter half of the year, 
that is, between the first day of July 
andthe first day of January, shall 
make their first payment on the first 
day of the succeeding January. 


8. The Secretary shall record allthe 
proceedings of the Society, and shall 
give notice of the annual meeting in 
two Boston newspapers, at least six 
days before the time of meeting. The 
hour and place of mecting shall be 
such as the Officers of the Society 
shall, from time to time, judge con- 
venient. 

9. The Treasurer shall receive all 
annual subscriptions and all dona. 
tions, and shall keep a regular ac- 
count with every member of the So. 
ciety. He shall, aiso, pay over to 
some member of the American Loard of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
or to the Treasurer of said Board, 
all the money which shall be in the 
Treasury on the. 15th day of January 
annually, (except in the case of res- 
tricted donations described in the 
next article.) and likewise all the 
money which shall be in the Treasury 
on the first days of April, July, and 
October, annually, (with the same 
exceptions;) said payments to be 
made as soon as conyenient after the 
above-mentioned dates. ‘The Treas- 
urer shall take receipts for all such 
payments, and exhibit an account at 
the annual meeting. This account 
shall be submitted to the particular 
examination of the auditor, who shalk 
report thereon at the annual meeting. 

1) The Society will receive any 
donation given to form a permanent 
fund for the support of Foreign Mis- 
sions, under such restrictions as the 
donor shall impose, and, if not pro- 
hibited by the donor, will pay such 
donation to the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
to be appropriated according to the 
donor’s direction. 

11. Whatever small expenses shall 
arise in transacting the business of 
the Society, shail be defrayed by 
monies drawn from the Treasury by 
an order signed by the President, or 
in his absence, by the Vice-President, 
or the Secretary. 

12. If the office of Secretary or 
Treasurer shall become vacant during 
the year, the other officers shall fili 
the vacancy, 

13. Any member may withdraw 
from this Society by giving writ- 
ten notice to the Treasurer of his in- 
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tention to withdraw, and paying all 
arrearages. 

14; No alteration shall be made in 
this Constitution unless by a vote of 
two thirds of the members present 
at an annual meeting; nor unless it 
shall have been proposed in writing 
one year before it is adopted. 


THE SAVANNAH FEMALE ASYLUM: 


Ar the last annual collection for the 
benefit of this institution nearly 1,000 
dollars were received. A house has 
been purchased for the use of the es- 
tablishment, with money given by 
charitable individuals, exclusive of 
the collection. Fifteen children are 
now under the care of the institution, 
and the number is soon expected to be 
increased, 

The Rev. Dr. Kollock preached 
and excellent sermon from Ex, ii, 9- 
Take this child away, and nurse it for 
me. The Orphan girls sung the fol- 
lowing hymn: 


Guardian guides of innocence, 
Almoners of Providence; 
Hither turn your eyes and view, 
Infant hands held up for you. 


Friendless, helpless, did we stray, 
No one mark’d to Heaven our way: 
Now in you, we friends possess; 
Now a Savior’s name confess. 


Blessing, blessings, then, receive; 
We have nothing else to give: 
Yet, beyond the amplest store, 
Are the blessings of the poor. 


iear, then, Heaven, our earnest pray- 
ers, 

Make each blessing ten-fold their’s 

May they never be distress’d, 

But, for blessings, still be bless’d. 


God of Love! to thee belong, 
Highest strains of grateful song. 
Though from men this bounty came, 
Thou didst raise the gen’rous flame. 


I.ct each voice with our’s combine, 
To adore the source divine. 

Great Eternal, THREE ABOVE, 
God of Life! and God of Love! 


The Annual Meeting of the Mis. 
sionary Society of New-Jersey was 
held at Newark, on Tuesday the 
third instant. : 


The following persons were chos- 
en officers for the ensuing year, viz, 

Rev. Asa Hillyer, President, 

Rev. James Richards, VicePresident, 

Rev. John M‘Dowell, Secretary 

Maj. Isaac Andrass, Treasurer. 
OTHER DIRECTORS. 

Rey. Robert Finley, 

Rev. Stephen Thompson, 

Rev. Samuel Fisher, 

John Lindsley, Esq. 

Benj. Cory, Esq. 

William Steele, Esq. 

William Wallace, Esq. 

Silas Condit, Esq. 


TRENTON, SEPT. 2. 


At a meeting of the New-Jersey Bi- 
ble Society in the city of New-Bruns- 
wick, on Tuesday, the 27th of Au. 
gust, the following persons were 
chosen Managers for the ensuing 
year, Viz. 
Rev. Simon Wilmer, Swedesboro’. 
Elias Boudinot, L L. D. 
Charles H. Wharton, D.D. 
Joshua M, Wallace, Esq. 
Burlington. 
James Ewing, Esq. Trenton. 
Rev. Joseph Rue, Hopewell. 
Rey. Isaac V. Brown, Maidenhead. 
David Bishop, Esq. Amwell. 
Samuel Bayard, Esq. Princeton. 
Rev. John Woodhull, Freehold, 
George S. Woodhall, Cranbury. 
John H. Livingston, BD. D. 
Joseph C. Clark, D. D. 
Andrew Kirkpatrick, Esq. 
New-Brunswick, 
Rev. Peter Studdiford, Readington, 
Rev. Robert Finley, Baskingridge. 
Rev. John Macdowell, 
Rey. John C. Rudd, 
Elizabet h.Town 
Rev. Samuel Fisher, Morristown. 
William Steele, Esq. Springfield. 
Rev. James Richards, Newark, 
Rev. Asa Hillyer, Orange. 
Rey. J. V. C. Romaine, 
Hackensack. 
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Officers of the Society. 
Elias Boudinot, L L. D. President. 
Andrew Kirkpatrick, Esq. Chief 
Justice of the State of New-Jersey, 
[st Vice President. 
John H. Livingston, D. D. Presi- 
dent of Queen’s College, 
2d Vice President. 
Rev. James Richards, 
3d Vice President. 
harles H. Wharton, D, D. 
Ath Vice President. 
Samuel Bayard, Esq. 
Corresponding Secretary. 
Dr. John Vanclove, Record’g Sec’x. 
John Neilson, Treasurer. = 


The board of Managers adjourned 
to meet at Princeton, on Tuesday the 
24th of Sept. next, at 10 o’clock, 
A.M. 

Donations to the Rev. Gideon Blach- 
burn for the use of the Mission among 
the Cherokees. 

From theCent Society in Reading, by 
the hands of Rev. Dr. Morse. $25 84 
From a clergyman in Maine. 5 00 

— $3u 84 
INSTALLED at Austinburgh, (New 
Connecticut,) on the 25th of Sept. 
last,the Rev-Gites H.Cow tes to the 
work of the Gospel Ministry. Sermon 
by the Rev. Nathan b. Derrow, 


LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLI- 
GENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


A Discourse delivered at Hallowell, on 
the annual Thanksgiving in Massachu- 
setts, Nov. 21,1811. By Eliphalet Gillet, 
minister in Hallowell. Hallowell; N. 
Cheever. 

A Sermon preached April 17, 1811, at 
the Dedication of the New Meeting 
House in North Milford. By Bezaleel 
Pinneo, Pastor of the First Church of 
Christ in Milford. Sidney’s Pressy New 
Haven. 

A Sermon preached at the ordination 
of the Rev. Ephraim G. Swift, to the pas- 
toral care over the church and people of 
Stockbridge, Sept. 26, 1810. By Stephen 
West, D.D_ pastor of the church in 
Stockbridge; Stockbridge, HermanWil- 
lard. 1811. 

‘Two Funeral Sermons; the former 
preached in Otis, at the interment of Mrs, 
Naomi D’ Wolf; the latter in Becket, at 
the funeral of Miss Irene Nichols. By 
Joseph L. Mills, Minister in the First 
Congregational Society in Becket. Stock- 
bridge; H. Willard, 1811. 

A Sermon preached July 10, 1811, at 
the ordination of the Rev Joseph W. 
Dow, to the pastoral care pf the First 
Congregational Church ang Society in 

l'yringham, (Mass) By Josiah Web- 
ster, 4  M. Pastor of the church in 
rlampton, New Hampshire. Vo which 
's added the Charge by the Rev, Jacob 
Catlin, of New Marlborough, and the 
Right Hand of Fellowship by the Rev. 
Alvan Hyde of Lee, Stockbridge; H, 
Willard. 

A Sermon delivered at the funeral of 
the Rey. Eleazar Storrs, A, M. iate Pas- 
tr of the Congregational Church in San- 

Seid, (Mass ) who died Dec, 24, 1810, 


aged 72, By Alvan Hyde, A, M. Pas- 
tor of the church in Lee, Published at 
the request of the mourners. Stock- 
bridge; H, Willard. 1811. 


NEW EDITIONS. 


Hymns suited to the feasts and fasts 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the U. S. of America, and other 
occasions of worship. Third edition, 
Newburyport; Thomas and Whipple. 
1811. 

The Coquette; or, the History of 
Eliza Wharton. A novel founded on 
fact. By a lady of Massachusetts. 
Thirdedition, Newburyport; Thom- 
as and Whipple. 1811. 

Pastoral Advice to a young person 
lately confirmed. By a minister of 
the Church of England. Newbury- 
port; Thomas and Whipple. 1611. 

A Selection of approved Hymns 
and spiritual Songs, suited to various 
occasions. For worshipping assem- 
blies and private families. T. & W. 

Christian Researches in Asia, with 
notices of the translation of the scrip- 
tures into the Oriental Languages. 
Ry Dr. Claudius Buchanan. To which 
is added Rev. Melville Horne’s Ser- 
mon, preached in London, June 4, 
1811. Price 75 cents. Samuel /’.Arm- 
strong, Second Boston Edition 

A Sermon preached at the parish 
church of St, Andrew by the Wardrobe 
and St. Anne, Blackfriars, on ‘Tuesday in 
Whitsun week, June 4, 1811, before the 
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Society for Missions to Africa and the 
East, instituted by Members of the es- 
tablished Church, being their eleventh 
anniversary, By the Rev. Meiville 
Horne, late Chaplain to tne Colony of 
Sicrra Leone. Third Boston edition, 
Samuei T. Armstrong. 

A Sermon delivered at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, Nov. S, A. D. 
1811. By Joseph Lyman, D. D. Pas- 
tor of the church in Hatfield, Mass, 
S. T. Armstrong. 

The Nature, Extent, and Province 
of Human Reason, considered. First 
American from second London edi- 
tion. Boston; S. T. Armstrong. 1811. 


EARTHQUAKE, 


In our number for March last, an ac- 
count of an earthquake at St. Mi. 
chael’s was inserted. On the 26th, 
27th and 28th of January 1811; the 
island experienced the repetition of 
several severe shocks of an earth: 
quake. The inhabitants were very 
much alarmed, though no lives were 
lost. On the 3lst a most frightful 
eruption of smoke and flames issued 
from the watery element, at the dis- 
tance of one or two miles from 
sliere. 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, in Russia, Li. Gen. Prince 
SuUWARROW, Only son of the renowned 


warrior of that name, drowned in the river 


Runnar, at the very place where his father 
gained a great victory over the Turks. 

In England, WiLtL1amM LyMAN, Esq. 
Consul of the US. in London, formerly 
a member of Congress from Hampshire 
County. 

At Paris, Count de BouGAINVILLE, 
a member of the Conservative Senate. 

At West Springfield, Mrs. ABIGAIL 
BARNES, aged 95, leaving 4 brothers and 
2 sisters, the youngest of whom is 77 years 
old, 

At Exeter, (N. H.) Mr. Benjamin 
Conner, aged 100. 

_At West Haven, (Conn.) the Rev. 
Noau WIruuisTON, the aged and ven- 
erable minister of that parish. 


Lately, at Attleborongh, the Hon. 
EvisHa May, formerly a member of 
the Governor’s council, and a senator of 
this Commonwea!th 

At Hamilton, Mrs ELizaBernz 
GoovHvE aged 86, wife of Mr John 
Goodhue whose age is 90. They had lived 
together in the married state 68 vears, 
and their descendants have been 113 

A: Portsmouth, Mr. ELias Tart- 
TON, aged 90, having had 175 descend: 
ants. 

At Barnstable. the Hon. Epenezen 
Bacon, aged 57; formerly one of the 
electors of Washington 

At Hatfield, the Hon. Joun Hast: 
INGS, aged 73, for many years a send 
tor of this Commonwealth, and a men: 
ber of the Governor's council. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Nov, 27,1811. From several friends of missions, by the hands of 


Mr. Chapin, 


Dolls. 5 6 


From the Plymouth Cent Society, by the hands of Mrs, Abigail Judson, 25 0 
28. From a small Congregational church in the country, by the 


hands of Mr. Homes, 5 70 
Dec. 13. From an unknown person by mail, 10 00 
16, From several persons in Charlestown by the hands of the 

Rev. Dr. Morse, 5 0 
Noy, 30-—Dee, 5, From other persons, 6 49 


Dolls, 37 15 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue Lectures on the Evidences of Divine Revelation will be continued in our nes 
Verus and Exiuu have been received. 
A coitinuation of the douations to the Newburyport sufferers will »pp.# 


In ovr next. 


